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From the Dean

N E I U  C o l l e g e  o f  A r t s  a n d  S c i e n c e s

Greetings, CAS community,

May is, of course, the time we celebrate our students’ achievements and, with our
commencement ceremony, the growth and development they’ve experienced as they complete
this leg of their academic and life journey and cross the threshold to what’s next for them.

In the CAS, I can say we as a community take great pride in our students’ success and feel a
sense of optimism about the skills, abilities, and values they’ve cultivated in our community and
will bring to the world as they contribute their gifts and talents in shaping our world for the
better. 

The proverb is true, though, it takes a village to, in this case, educate a successful student. We
need you to join us in this mission. 

What is the mission? Let me explain.

As Acting Dean, I marvel at the opportunities our faculty and community work hard to provide
for our students with the resources we have. In particular, I’d like to highlight the opportunities
the CAS provides students to engage in high-impact research and creative activities working
closely with our world-class faculty. At larger “research” universities, these experiences are
typically reserved for doctoral students. At NEIU, our students get the full attention and
mentorship of our faculty, who are thrilled to do this work and share their research expertise
with students. We know these experiences make a huge difference in preparing our students
for life after NEIU, giving them a leg up in landing great jobs and gaining admission to top
graduate schools.

The summer research projects students undertake with faculty and the opportunities we
provide them to have the transformative experience of presenting their work at national
conferences, among other experiences and opportunities, require a lot of financial support to
sustain.

The CAS this year has launched an historic campaign to raise $150,000 to create a strong
foundation for sustainable support for these transformative experiences. The campaign will run
through the end of 2024 and, since our launch on Proud to Be NEIU Day, we are at about ten
percent of the overall goal! 



We need your participation to keep this campaign going strong and to help us reach the
goal.

We invite you to reflect on ways NEIU supported you in your life journey and launched
you in your success and to consider how you can pay that forward to NEIU students now!

In the CAS, we have never pursued a campaign of this magnitude, and we are hoping to
change the game, so to speak, by building a powerful and growing giving community in
which we all participate as we can, knowing continuing and steady support will enable us
to provide these transformative experiences for our students.

We invite you to participate in a number of ways:

1). Discern what you can donate now or consistently over time (monthly gifts are an
option). If you might normally donate $25 or $50, perhaps you can sustain doing that
monthly, or doing a lesser amount monthly. 

2). Help us raise funds by spreading the word, sharing our campaign with individuals,
companies, or organizations that would be interested in supporting our students'
research and creative activity experiences. If we had 100 people commit to either
donating or raising $1500, we would reach our goal (or, at this point, exceed it). Often
friends will give because YOU care about the cause and ask them. This is a great
opportunity to share the story of NEIU and build our community! 

3). Share your ideas with us for fun social events that will bring out community together
and encourage giving to our community. We'd love to hear from you! 
urage giving to our community. We’d love to hear from you! 
 
 Donate to CUSP Here

Community changes everything. You can hashtag that!

So please join us in this campaign. Let’s go!

All the best,

Tim Libretti, Acting Dean

continued...

https://www.neiu.edu/academics/college-of-arts-and-sciences/cusp-college-undergraduate-scholars-program
https://www.neiu.edu/academics/college-of-arts-and-sciences/cusp-college-undergraduate-scholars-program


"As a first-generation college graduate, I never thought I’d be part of academic spaces
where I had something to teach to others... However, I met amazing professors and
friends whose support nurtured the academic in me.

I had the opportunity to be a part of local and out-of-state research conferences during
my last couple of years at NEIU, and those moments profoundly transformed me. I felt a
deep sense of pride as I shared my work for the first time at NEIU's Student
Symposium. Encouraged by my professors to submit my proposal and supported by my
peers in the audience, it felt right to be up there. That type of support in an academic
setting was so important to me. It reassured my confidence and passion for literature.

Additionally, presenting at the Sigma Tau Delta International Honor Society conference
in St. Louis alongside my peers was a dream come true. I had always heard of students
having opportunities to present their work off campus, but never thought that would be
me simply because of the financial costs.

I am grateful we were able to raise money to make this trip possible because the
moments we shared as a collective were special. We presented our findings to students
from all across the country, listened to authors discuss their process, and learned from
other students, who like us, were excited to be there. It was a defining moment that
reaffirmed my belief in the power of being in community.

My biggest regret as an undergrad is not being a part of these spaces sooner."
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Current CAS Student Highlight

Andrea Ramirez Master ’ s  i n  Lat i n

Amer ican  L i t e rature

and  Culture

Throughout my tenure as a master's student, I've had the privilege of
participating in the graduate assistant program, where I've been able
to contribute to the Language Lab and lead initiatives like Tertulias
then Hablemos de todo un poco. These projects have fostered
informal yet engaging Spanish conversations among Northeastern
students and the wider community. By tackling contemporary issues
within a welcoming atmosphere, we've encouraged Spanish practice
and delved into the rich tapestry of Latin American culture.

My name is Andrea Ramirez, and I'm on
the edge of completing my journey as an
MA student in Latin American Literature
and Culture. This May marks the
culmination of my master's degree, and I
couldn't be more grateful for my time at
NEIU. When I stepped into the World
Language Department, I was enveloped
in a supportive community dedicated to
helping me achieve my academic
aspirations.



This endeavor has been deeply personal, as I understand firsthand
the challenges of mastering a second language. Thus, our project
aims to provide a space where both native speakers and learners
alike can come together to enhance their Spanish skills in a
supportive environment. It's been a dream come true to see this
vision materialize, and I'm proud to have fostered linguistic and
cultural exchange within our community.

Being a student at NEIU has not only enabled me to pursue my
academic aspirations but has also done so at a more affordable cost
compared to other universities. As I approach the completion of my
master's degree, I find myself driven to seek out new academic
endeavors, with the hope of embarking on a Ph.D. journey next year.

Being the first among my five siblings to attain a university degree
fills me with immense pride. However, this achievement wouldn't
have been possible without the unwavering support of my family.
Pedro, Juan, and Rebeca Ramirez, their encouragement and belief
in my abilities have been instrumental in reaching this significant
milestone. Education holds great significance in my life, and I firmly
believe that it knows no bounds of age. What truly matters is one's
persistence and attitude towards learning. I extend my heartfelt
gratitude to the World Language Department for being an integral
part of my journey as a master’s student in Latin American
Literature and Culture.

Current CAS Student Highlight

Andrea Ramirez Lat i n  Amer ican

L i t e rature  and

Culture



Faculty Highlight

Philosophy + Women’s,

Gender, & Sexuality

studies

Dr. Stacey Goguen

Dr. Goguen is interested in many different research topics, but most
revolve around the question: When should we trust what someone tells
us? And what should we do when we don't know who or what to trust?
Dr. Goguen shared that she first thought about this question when she
was in elementary school and got accused of cheating on a test. Even
though she hadn’t cheated, she realized there was no way the teacher
could know that, so she began thinking, what should the teacher do?
Now, Dr. Goguen studies bias, stereotypes, disinformation, and
ignorance, but they all come back to questions like: If someone you
trust says something you can't believe, what should you do: stop
trusting the person, or start believing the incredible?

Dr. Goguen was originally planning to specialize in philosophy of
physics (because the wave/particle duality and quantum entanglement
are “freakin cool and strange”.) Then she discovered social psychology
and feminist philosophy, and that changed her life. Dr. Goguen realized
that some things she had taken for granted (Do we know our own
thoughts and intentions? Do our social identities influence what we
know and notice?) might have some wildly different answers than what
she had previously assumed to be true. 



According to Dr. Goguen, her favorite thing about NEIU is that there are
so many people here (students, staff, faculty) who genuinely care about
contributing to their communities and don't want to settle for what's
comfortable and easy--they want to do what's hard and transformative.
They want to keep growing and learning. That's a wonderful space to
be in.
 
When Dr. Goguen isn’t in front of class or serving on a committee; you
might find her playing games (board games, video games, etc.) She can
run eight different TTRPG systems! Dr. Goguen also likes learning new
recipes to cook, and walking by the river. 

Faculty Highlight

Philosophy + Women’s,

Gender, & Sexuality studies

Dr. Stacey Goguen



Yesenia EstebanYesenia Esteban
Commun icat ions ,  med ia ,  and  theater  major

Minor  in  creat ive  wr it ing

What is a word of advice for current students? 
Take advantage of the amazing resources provided at NEIU!

Alumni Highlight

Undergraduate major- Communications,
Media, and Theater with a minor in Creative
Writing

What are you doing now?
I am currently fundraising for my short film
Primos! Primos is a coming of age short film
which follows Ricardo and Maite in the weeks
leading up to their senior high school
graduation. 

What do you remember most about your
time at NEIU?
Although we went online due to the
pandemic, I truly appreciate the amazing
professors that continued to create
engaging classes and lasting friendships. 

Anything else?
Follow my short film on Instagram to keep up to date! Filming in Albany Park and
Lincoln Square this Summer! IG: primosfilm.chi 



Yesenia EstebanYesenia EstebanAlumni Highlight



Featured Major: economics





Featured Class: “Happiness”

   “Happiness” is a class that is cross-listed under
both Psychology and Philosophy. Dr. Avi Fleischer
(Psychology) and Dr. Dan Milsky (Philosophy) co-
teach the course.  In this class students and
faculty explore both philosophical beginnings and
psychological applications of happiness research.
The class is very experiential and includes
activities like attending baseball games, a day at
the gym, board games. These are all utilized to
take advantage of what is learned in class that
brings happiness, for instance; exercise,
community building, and relationship.



Black Ensemble Theater (BET) + NEIU

Our World
Students perform on Black

Ensemble Theater Stage as

Part of BET/NEIU partnership



Black Ensemble Theater + NEIU

Our World
Students perform on Black Ensemble Theater Stage as Part of
BET/NEIU partnership
 
NEIU and the CAS have partnered with Jackie Taylor’s world-renowned
Black Ensemble Theater, joining forces in the effort to eradicate racism
and create a more just and equal world. In particular, the theater has
been working with the faculty and students to enhance the student
experience and overall learning and cultural environment at NEIU.

As part of this partnership, Black Ensemble Associate Director Michelle
Reneé Bester worked students in one of our First Year Experience
classes, Your Chicago: Write On!, to create the performance “Our World,”
featuring our NEIU students.

Our World wove the students’ personal perspective on the world from
their life experiences.
 
On May 2, nine of our students performed on the Black Ensemble
Theater stage, telling their own stories.
 
The nine students who performed were Rahim Khan, Andrea Medina,
Delfina Rodrigues, Derrius Walker, Niya Douglass-McIntyre, Diana
Medrano, Lorie Pennington, Matilde Ortiz Martinez, and Aniya Burley.
 
It was a wonderful experience for our students and, we hope, for our
larger community.
 
We look forward to more such events as part of this vital partnership.
 
If you’d like to support this partnership, please visit our giving page!

https://www.neiu.edu/alumni-and-giving/give-college-of-arts-and-sciences


Congrats to the 2024 NEIU  Libraries Award for Excellence in Research:

Owen Bitting, Undergraduate student in Psychology
Claire Lavender, Graduate student in Linguistics
Benjamin Ortiz, Graduate student in History
Wesley “Wes” Skym, Graduate student in Communication, Media,
and Theatre

Since 2014, the NEIU Libraries have recognized outstanding student
efforts in the area of library-based research through the annual
Libraries Award for Excellence in Research. The award is given to
students who demonstrate outstanding ability to identify, locate,
select, evaluate, and synthesize library resources and to use them in
the creation of an original research project. Student award winners
receive a cash prize of $300 and recognition for their outstanding
efforts. 

             Link to More information

Shout Outs

Congrats to Nabil Kahouadji, Professor of Mathematics for having his
article "On the Generalizability of  Machine Learning Classification
Algorithms and Their Application to the  Framingham Heart Study"
published in Information as part of the Special Issue 2nd Edition of
Data Science for Health Services.

         Link to Article

https://neiulibraries.libguides.com/blog/Celebrating-the-winners-of-the-2024-NEIU-Libraries-Award-for-Excellence-in-Research
https://www.mdpi.com/2078-2489/15/5/252


Congrats to the CAS Brommel Presentation Award Winners at the
2024 John Albazi Student Symposium: 

Dylan Magahis, Art + Design
Ivan Ocampo, Art + Design
Lesly Alonso, Art + Design
Hannah Grajciar, Art + Design
Briana Kielan Harris, Art + Design
Grecia Martinez, Art + Design
Amanda Cox, Psychology; McNair Scholars Program, University
Honors Program
Joyce Poole, Art + Design
Mykee Vives, Psychology; MARC Scholars Program, University
Honors Program
Michelle Vargas, Psychology; MARC Scholars Program
Jon Scott-Haines, Biology
Jaweriya Azeem, Economics
Louie Parker-Bernstein, Geography and Environmental Studies
Timothy Garrison, English 
Sabina L. Lilly, Music and Dance
Abigail Heggem, Communication, Media, and Theater
Rafael Sazo, Biology
Vincent Lotesto, Biology
John Sayson, Psychology; McNair Scholars Program, University
Honors Program
Alicia Thompson, Biology; McNair Scholars Program
Andrea Thompson, Chemistry; MARC Scholars Program, McNair
Scholars Program



Congratulations graduates! Commencement was on May 10th, 2024! 

Special shout out to Dragana Vasic, who just graduated with a Master’s in Social Work.
Dragana has worked in the CAS Dean’s Office as a Student Worker and Extra-Help since 2016!
She has also helped out a ton in the Ceramics Studio. We will miss you, Dragana! 

Another shout out to Martii Kuznicki, who was a previous CAS Program Assistant and NEIU
employee for many years!  Congrats to her on her Master’s Degree in Communications,
Media, and Theater!

Dragana Vasic

2024 Spring Graduates! 

Martii Kuznicki, Tim Libretti (Acting Dean),
Dragana Vasic, Ken Voglesonger (Acting
Associate Dean), and Amanda Dykema-

Engblade (Acting Associate Dean). 



Handshake has many career
resources and job opportunities
for students with more being
posted every week.

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITIES WITHIN THE COLLEGE OF
ARTS AND SCIENCES?

HEY STUDENTS!

MAKE SURE TO CHECK OUT HANDSHAKE!

STUDENT WORK OPPORTUNITIES

https://app.joinhandshake.com/login?requested_authentication_method=standard
https://app.joinhandshake.com/login?requested_authentication_method=standard


Scholarship Corner

The next CAS
Undergraduate
Merit Scholarship
Deadline is May
15th for Fall 2024.

Our Merit
Scholarship
application has
changed. It is now
on a Google Form !

CAS Scholarships website link





Events
Link to CAS
Calendar of
Events

https://www.neiu.edu/university-life/university-events-calendar/college-of-arts-and-sciences-events
https://www.neiu.edu/university-life/university-events-calendar/college-of-arts-and-sciences-events
https://www.neiu.edu/university-life/university-events-calendar/college-of-arts-and-sciences-events




https://neiu-edu.zoom.us/j/83481327448?pwd=Sml6MGFoeEFHOFc1dW5jK1hkS2hYdz09#success


https://neiu-edu.zoom.us/j/89470079928?pwd=NnlJcE1ySkYxL1FkRUwxaGlpZ1kvQT09#success
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