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Greetings, CAS community,

Counter to T.S. Eliot’s characterization of April as the “cruelest month” in his famous poem The
Wasteland, for the College of Arts and Sciences at Northeastern April is a vibrant and
celebratory month, featuring hooding, honors, and awards ceremonies that recognize the
achievements of our students and, by extension, our accomplished faculty in the College, as we
barrel down the homestretch of the Spring term toward commencement.

I want to open my reflections this month by shining light on and extending congratulations to
Dr. Cindy Voisine, the well-deserving recipient of the 2024 Bernard J. Brommel Distinguished
Research Professor award, the most prestigious honor we bestow on NEIU faculty in recognition
of their outstanding research contributions to our world. Her research has been recognized by
and made significant contributions to the international scientific community. Dr. Voisine uses
the worm Caenorhabditis elegans to investigate the role of molecules and the nervous system
in development, aging, and human diseases, fostering a greater understanding of the
fundamentals of diseases such as prostate cancer, ALS, Parkinson’s, and tuberculosis. Not only
does her research have a broad global impact, it is an incredible benefit to our students who
have the opportunity to participate in her research as undergraduates!

Indeed, as I reflect on our students’ growth in their time at NEIU and all that our faculty do to
cultivate our students’ capacities so they can impact the world in the work they do, what stands
out to me is a hallmark of the CAS student experience—and of our faculty expertise—that is
perhaps less highlighted when people recognize NEIU’s excellence: the high-level, globally-
impactful research in which our faculty, such as Dr. Voisine, are engaged and in which they
involve our graduate and undergraduate students.

Our undergraduate students have the opportunity to work with top scholars doing world-class
research, a rare opportunity in higher education and one typically reserved for doctoral students
at other major research universities. Our students get this experience because of faculty like Dr.
Voisine, and they move on to top graduate schools, where they often find themselves better
prepared than students from so-called “elite” institutions, and rewarding careers because of
these experiences.



We don’t just set up students for success; they succeed now. At the recent Illinois Louis
Stokes Alliance for Minority Participation (ILSAMP) conference, a program funded by the
National Science Foundation to increase minority participation in STEM disciplines, 7
NEIU students won awards for best poster/oral presentation. Congratulations to
Jonathan Scott Haines, Vincent Lotesto, Nathaniel Santiago, Stephanie Pedraza Marin,
Favour Ogukwe, Krishna Parikh, and Sorayya Nazari! And Vincent Lotesto also won First
Place at the 2024 Chicago Society for Neuroscience Meeting at Loyola University Chicago
last March 1.

Faculty doing great research shape students who do great research, especially in the
College of Arts and Sciences at NEIU. If you want to see how, come visit us this April 26 at
NEIU for the 31st John Sargon Albazi Student Symposium, showcasing the research and
creative activities of our undergraduate and graduate students.
Education is not just about assimilating received knowledge; it’s about participating in
the production of new knowledge and figuring out how to solve the problems facing us
as a people in order to better the lives of all and direct social development toward greater
humanity.

While NEIU is a small state school nestled in a humble residential neighborhood on the
northside, our faculty are world-class scholars engaging in impactful and internationally-
recognized research. And our students at both the undergraduate and graduate levels
benefit from the incredible experience of having opportunities to participate with our
faculty in this research.

I often hear people question whether a college education is “worth it.” I ask back, “Worth
it for whom?” Our society needs universities like NEIU to produce the next generation of
thoughtful and skilled people with the expertise to do the work of the world to help meet
our collective needs and address our pressing challenges.

Let me suggest a college education is worth it for all our sakes. Enjoy the spring!

Sincerely, 
Tim Libretti
Acting Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences
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Jeremy Raucci (left) pictured with
fellow Physics major Nathaniel
Santiago.

Current CAS Student Highlight

Jeremy Raucci Phys ic s  Major

What is your current major? I am a junior
physics major. 

What are your career goals?
My goal after I graduate is to get accepted
into a Ph.D. program. I am interested in
many subjects of physics and have gotten
the chance to see how research is
conducted. I have researched atmospheric
science with Dr. Gregory Anderson and
this summer I will be collaborating with
Fermilab to research dark matter with Dr.
Orin Harris. I am still not sure what part of
physics I want to focus on in graduate
school but I enjoyed classes like
astrophysics, optics, modern physics, and
computing for scientists. 

What do you like about NEIU so far?
What I like most about NEIU is the STEM department. My whole experience with
the classes and professors has been very good. The class size is smaller for most
classes, which means a more hands-on learning environment. Every professor I've
had has been very passionate about teaching and very willing to help and ask
questions. There are many opportunities for students to learn about internships
and career paths through the SCSE or ARCOS events. I also like how the amount of
opportunities has grown since when I first came here. It seems like there are more
events and clubs around for students to engage in extracurricular activities. One
club I do is the Volleyball Club. We have a game against UIC this Friday on the 29th
so come and watch. 

Anything fun/interesting that we should know about you?
I am a pretty good bowler. I've been bowling for a couple of years now and my
best game is 278. Another fun fact, I have a fat cat.



Staff Highlight

David Nissim-Sabat

Director of pre-

professional advising 

(Pre-Health & pre-law)

David has been instrumental in meeting the needs of students in the CAS who are interested in
health and/or the law careers and/or graduate programs. 

David works with students on a number of areas, including:
Assisting students in the application process to professional graduate programs
Providing information about the basic requirements and admission procedures for
professional graduate programs
Assisting students with personal statements
Providing opportunities for students to learn more about professional and graduate programs
as well as other career options
Guiding, monitoring, and assisting students in their academic progress 
Helping students to succeed in their involvement of activities, workshops, and enrichment
experiences. 

David is actively involved with both the National Association for Advisors for the Health
Professions (NAAHP) and the Midwest Association of Pre-Law Advisors (MAPLA). 

David has also been heavily involved in the CAS Career Readiness Initiative helping to develop
and chart career pathways and working to identify core competencies taught across the CAS
curriculum. 

In addition to David’s professional activities, he is also an accomplished photographer and drone
pilot. The CAS is lucky to have such a Renaissance person amongst our ranks!

You can make an appointment with David by using this link:
https://www.linkedin.com/in/davidnissimsabat/

Also, be sure to check out David’s pre-professional advising webpage: https://www.neiu.edu/pre-
professional-advising which contains a wealth of helpful information. 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/davidnissimsabat/
https://www.neiu.edu/pre-professional-advising
https://www.neiu.edu/pre-professional-advising


Rolando SernaRolando Serna
p s y c h o l o g y

Alumni Highlight



Rolando Serna
psychology

What is a word of advice for current students? 
1. Prioritize yourself and your dreams. Stay true to your identity, keep finding
what inspires you and if the excitement or passion begins to fade in your
studies, re-evaluate your major and choose a path that will align with who you
are and your values. It’s important because you will need the passion well into
your career.

2. Investigate and utilize as many resources that are available to you it will not
only help you understand the assignments, but also help improve your mental
health.
 
3. Prioritize getting involved with cultural and social events on campus. These
events will help you make friends, increase your social network, inspire and fuel
your creativity, knowledge, and dreams.

Alumni Highlight

Undergraduate major-  
My undergraduate major was psychology.

What are you doing now?
Currently, I am working as a Bilingual Adult Therapist at a community mental
health center called, Kenneth Young Center in Elk Grove Village, IL.

Graduate school and program- I attended Governor’s State University where I
received my Master’s degree in Social Work.

What do you remember most about your time at NEIU?
I loved all the cultural and social events on campus as well as all the teachers
that were passionate about the subjects they taught. Additionally, my LGBTQ
minor. My minor helped empower and validate my identity as well as my
struggles. My minor is what led me to discover that I am a Social Worker.



Anything else that you think is important that we haven’t asked?

I want to send a special thank you to the staff at the Pedroso Center. Thank you for
providing a safe space where I could feel seen, heard, validated, and empowered.
Thank you for not taking a “neutral stance” on social justice issues. The Pedroso
center and my Women and Gender study classes taught me the many ways that
advocacy could look like and how to hold space for others during vulnerable
moments. This and other feminist ideologies I have adapted into my practice with
the goal to validate and empower the marginalized and oppressed people that I
serve.

 I also want to thank the teachers that spent a few minutes after class ended to let
me know of the potential they saw in me. It’s because of passionate, empathetic,
and supportive teachers that I was able to continue on to graduate school and
now a Therapist for Adults.

At the age of 29 I began to work on my bachelor’s degree. I am a first generation
college student, I am a product of immigrants, and a Queer Latinx non-binary
professional. Part of my success is due to the amazing education I received from
NEIU.

Early on as a child the bar was set low for me especially because I graduated from
one of the poorest performing districts in the state of Illinois at the time. I was not
expected to go to college nor attain a profession. I internalized the belief that I was
not smart enough and sought out mental health services to unlearn some of those
self-limiting beliefs when I began working on my associate’s degree.

My hopes is that my story can serve as a small beacon of hope for any student that
doesn’t believe that they are capable of attaining a college degree or a profession
due to their background or identity. I hope my story reminds NEIU student’s the
importance of having a dream. Finally, I hope to read of your success story too one
day. Yes we can! Si Se Puede!

Rolando Serna psychology

Alumni Highlight



We know that so many of you, our alumni, have leveraged your NEIU
Arts and Sciences degrees into rewarding professional and personal
lives.

We’d love for you to share your journeys and successes with us as a
way of helping our students understand the many career pathways and
possibilities the NEIU College of Arts and Sciences (CAS) degrees and
curriculum open up for students. For students who major in accounting,
the career path may seem clear; however, the paths for an
Anthropology, Sociology, History, or Physics major may, at first glance,
be less clear but may very well be more multiple and various.

The CAS has embarked upon a Career Readiness initiative, one
purpose of which is to highlight the key skills and abilities students learn
and develop in NEIU’s liberal arts and sciences programs, which
employers seek and which prepare them for career success.

Your stories and wisdom will help us to help our students! Tell us what
you’re doing, what you’ve done, and how your degree helped you, or
whatever else you’d like us to know. And if you’d like to be more
involved and come talk to our students or help our students in their
career journey in any way (internships or micro-internships), let us know.

Contact Tim Libretti, Acting CAS Dean, at t-libretti@neiu.edu

to share your professional journeys and successes
Calling All CAS Calling All CAS Calling All CAS AlumniAlumniAlumni

Link: Core Competencies/Career Readiness Initiative

https://cas-connections.my.canva.site/cascorecompetencies
https://cas-connections.my.canva.site/cascorecompetencies


Philosophy classes teach you skills that
lots of careers use, but your other
classes might not focus on. They’re like
a workout for your brain--they’ll make
you better at lots of things

If you want to be a more…

Critical Thinker
Creative Thinker 
Ethical Reasoner
Effective Communicator
Strong Writer 
Inclusive Community Builder
Self-Aware & Reflective Individual

Featured Major: Philosophy

Why Everyone Should Take a

Philosophy Class

Read More- Click Link

https://cas-connections.my.canva.site/philosophy-major


Interested in a Career In... Consider Taking...

Law or Government
PHIL 101: Argument and Reasoning

PHIL 345: Social & Political Philosophy

Business or Management
PHIL 101: Argument and Reasoning

PHIL 215: Business Ethics

Programming or Computers
PHIL 201: Logic

PHIL 348: Computer Ethics

Medicine or Healthcare
PHIL 213: Ethics

PHIL 315: Medical Ethics

STEM or Research
PHIL 250: Ethics in Science 

 PHIL 375: Philosophy of Science

Counseling or Social Services
PHIL 213: Ethics

PHIL 380: Happiness

Religion or Ministry
PHIL 102: Intro to Philosophy

PHIL 305: Comparative Religion

What careers can a philosophy

major/minor excel at?





 at the Latino Expo on 4/4/24
 CAS REPRESENTING 



Northeastern Illinois University--the longest-standing 4-
year public Hispanic Serving Institution in the Midwest--
hosted the first ever Midwest NCRF Latino College Expo
on campus.  

The event was well attended and featured on the spot
admission decisions, scholarship awards, and college
access seminars (e.g., Money for college: Financial Aid and
Scholarships; Navigating Your Path: The Guide to
Selecting a Major).  

Other universities and businesses also attended the event
to welcome students.  The day was full of prospective and
current students and their families, community members
and fun--including stilt walkers, live music, food, and
magicians.  

The entire university came together to showcase what is
unique about NEIU, demonstrate our school spirit,
highlight the programs that we have to offer and allow
folks to see our unwavering support of access and equity
in higher education.

The Latino Expo
4/4/24



LoSAH has a mission to provide free, accessible, culturally informed,
quality mental health care to community residents in Logan Square,
Avondale, and Hermosa. The grand opening was April 13th, 2024. 

Several current and former faculty and alum from NEIU Social Work are
involved in the making of this extraordinary center. 

Milka Ramirez (former SWK faculty) has led the commission
Andy Brake (current SWK faculty) is on the commission
Melissa Texcahua Reyes (SWK alum) is also on the commission
Albany Rodriguez (SWK alum) is the Bilingual Case Manager
Patricia Aguado (current SWK faculty) is on the board for the future
Humboldt Park center

Learn More (Links): 
The commission
The center
The coalition

The LoSAH Center of Hope/
Centro de Esperanza 

https://www.lsahmentalhealth.org/
https://www.losahcenter.org/
https://www.saveourmentalhealth.org/


Faculty Shoutouts
Dr. Kahouadji is an Associate
Professor of Mathematics.
Nabil has shown excellence in
teaching, innovation, high
standards, and a positive
impact on students at NEIU.

Dr. Voisine will receive a $5,000 cash
award and make a presentation about her
research and creative activities to the
NEIU community in the Fall 24 semester. 

Also, congrats to our other CAS finalist Dr.
Scott Hegerty, Economics 

Congrats to Dr. Cindy Voisine,
Biology, the 2024 Bernard J.

Brommel Distinguished
Research Professor Winner!



Handshake has many career
resources and job opportunities
for students with more being
posted every week.

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITIES WITHIN THE COLLEGE OF
ARTS AND SCIENCES?

HEY STUDENTS!

MAKE SURE TO CHECK OUT HANDSHAKE!

STUDENT WORK OPPORTUNITIES

https://app.joinhandshake.com/login?requested_authentication_method=standard
https://app.joinhandshake.com/login?requested_authentication_method=standard


Northeastern Illinois University's College of Arts and Sciences (CAS) is interested in

assembling a Student Advisory Board to provide the Dean's Office with insights into

student experiences in the CAS and to raise issues/concerns regarding processes on

campus. 

Advisory board members are also expected to be available a few times a semester to

promote the college and provide a student voice at various events during the year. The

board will consist of 15 undergraduate students (and two alternates) representing a variety

of CAS majors and life experiences. The advisory group will meet approximately three times

a semester with the CAS Deans and may be asked to provide feedback on urgent matters

between meetings. 

The Student Advisory Board provides students with leadership opportunities, centers

students in CAS decision-making, affirms and acknowledges student experiences and

allows students to help share and improve processes. Students should be able to commit to

one academic year and will not be able to serve more than two years on the board. 

Student advisory boardStudent advisory board
college of arts and sciences

Applications are accepted on a
rolling basis and new board
members will be announced every
September.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeSloSKdfF8qv-I_I4xrvcL88NiJ4ur0ScksYt2Wcqe_tYdcA/viewform?usp=sharing


Scholarship Corner

The next CAS
Undergraduate
Merit Scholarship
Deadline is May
15th for Fall 2024.

Our Merit
Scholarship
application has
changed. It is now
on a Google Form !

CAS Scholarships website link



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1HukcZuOVlOGWomj_r5zTHfo-XoFplalop9QdtQhvYd0/edit


Check out these new CAS
scholarships! 

J. Njogu and Eben C. Morgan Scholarship- $2000

The J. Njogu Kararu and Eben C. Morgan Scholarship ($4,000 total,
$2,000/awarded to TWO students) provides annual support for students
in the College of Arts and Sciences. Each year, the College of Arts and
Sciences will invite applications from qualified students who have faced
challenges in pursuing their education but remained diligent and
persistent in that pursuit nonetheless. Undergraduate students who have
declared a major in the College of Arts and Sciences at Northeastern
Illinois University are eligible to apply.

THE STUDENT SUBMISSION DEADLINE IS 5:00 P.M. ON MAY 3RD,
2024.

Click link below for submission instructions and criteria.

The Bernard J. Brommel Doctorial Scholarship- $5000

The purpose of this scholarship is to support doctoral study for alumni who
have received either bachelors or master’s degrees from Northeastern
Illinois University who meet the specified criteria as stipulated by the donor,
Dr. Bernard J. Brommel.

THE STUDENT SUBMISSION DEADLINE IS MAY 31ST, 2024.

Click link below for submission instructions and criteria.



Check out these new CAS
scholarships! 

The Dr. Harry N. Hild Student Writing  Award- $1500

The Dr. Harry N. Hild Student Writing Award for the College of Arts and
Sciences provides annual support for students in the College of Arts and
Sciences. Each year, the College of Arts and Sciences will host a student
writing competition to celebrate the importance of effective communication
skills. To participate in the student writing competition, applicants must
submit an original written work that will be reviewed by a selection
committee consisting of faculty in the College of Arts and Sciences.
Undergraduate students who have declared a major in the College of Arts
and Sciences at Northeastern Illinois University are eligible to apply.

THE STUDENT SUBMISSION DEADLINE IS 5:00 P.M. ON MAY 3RD,
2024.

Click link below for written text instructions and more information.

Brommel-Hanson-McGee Scholarship- $1200

The Brommel-Hanson-McGee Award provides annual support for students
in the College of Arts and Sciences. Each year, the College of Arts and
Sciences will invite applications from qualified students who have faced
challenges in pursuing their education and also demonstrated high
academic achievement, potential for future success, and community
leadership at NEIU or externally. Applicants must be a junior student (90
or more credits) entering
his or her senior year.

Click link below for submission instructions and criteria.

THE STUDENT SUBMISSION DEADLINE IS 5:00 P.M. ON MAY 3RD,
2024.



CONSIDER DONATING:
SUPPORT NEIU & OUR

STUDENTS! 

The CAS is thoughtful about how we spend donations and our
decisions are guided by NEIU’s values of Integrity, Excellence, Access
to Opportunity, Diversity, Community and Empowerment Through
Learning. We appreciate any contributions that help us to advocate
for and support our hard-working students.

Thank you for supporting the College of Arts and Sciences (CAS). The
College of Arts and Sciences (CAS) is the largest college at NEIU with
more than 30 programs. We pride ourselves on being an incredible
student-centric office and do our best to break down barriers for
NEIU students. 

You can choose to donate to a few different funds:
THE COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES (CAS) UNRESTRICTED
FUND
THE COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES UNDERGRADUATE
SCHOLARS PROGRAM (CUSP)
BLACK ENSEMBLE THEATER PARTNERSHIP FUND

Donate Here

https://www.neiu.edu/alumni-and-giving/give-college-of-arts-and-sciences


Events
CAS Calendar
of Events

https://www.neiu.edu/university-life/university-events-calendar/college-of-arts-and-sciences-events
https://www.neiu.edu/university-life/university-events-calendar/college-of-arts-and-sciences-events


Events



Events



Events
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Bernard Brommel Hall | 5500 N. St. Louis Ave | Chicago, IL | 60625

Tim Libretti 
Acting Dean 
t-libretti@neiu.edu

Ken Voglesonger 
Acting Associate Dean
k-voglesonger@neiu.edu

Amanda Dykema-Engblade 
Acting Associate Dean
a-dykema-engblade@neiu.edu

Bruce (Alan) Mace 
Business Manager
b-mace@neiu.edu

David Nissim-Sabat
Director of Pre-Professional Advising 
d-nissimsabat@neiu.edu

Peter Goldman
Administrative Assistant/Contracts Administrator 
p-goldman@neiu.edu

Debra Williams
Student and Faculty Program Support Specialist 
d-williams28@neiu.edu

Shanna Griffus
Program Assistant
s-griffus@neiu.edu

Office Location: BBH 158
Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30-4:30pm

CAS Staff 

CAS@NEIU.edu

(773) 442- 5700



NEIU College
of Arts and
ciences

stay connected

@cas_neiu

https://www.instagram.com/neiu_cas/
https://www.facebook.com/NEIUArtsandSciences
https://www.facebook.com/NEIUArtsandSciences
https://www.facebook.com/NEIUArtsandSciences
https://www.instagram.com/neiu_cas/

