
Greetings CAS community,

It’s been another vibrant month in the College of Arts and Sciences, for sure. Our
students keep learning; our faculty keep teaching and researching; and together we take
on the world’s challenges, locally and globally, and prepare our students for the work of
creating a humane and just world.

Most recently, our Genocide and Human Rights in African and the Diaspora (GHRAD)
Center hosted its 10th Annual Conference with the theme “The Intersection of Gender,
Sexual Violence and Genocide in Africa and Beyond.” Led by Director Dr. Jeanine
Ntihirageza (Professor, TESOL) and Co-Director Dr. Aissetu Ibrahima (Associate Professor
& MSW Director, Social Work), The GHRAD Center is really a crown jewel of the CAS,
exemplifying the role research in the arts and sciences must play in tackling what can
only be described as the most serious and threatening issues we face on this globe—the
questions of why we kill each other, how we can prevent it, and how we can figure out
how to inhabit this planet together peacefully and humanely. The conference, as it
always does, brought together scholars and activists from around the globe to share their
research and think together.

As Sly and Family Stone remind/plead with us in their classic song “Everyday People”
from their 1969 album Stand!, “We got to live together.” The CAS is proud to have the
GHRAD Center helping Northeastern take a stand in the world, doing the work public
universities should do in serving the world.

Now and then I hear academic leaders, even at Northeastern, question the relevance of
programs in the CAS, and yet it seems so obvious our programs are vital for preparing
students to do the work of creating a clean and habitable environment to sustain our
lives, of figuring out how we will feed each other and fuel our world, of helping us
communicate with each other across cultures, of resolving conflict, of creating a beautiful
world, of understanding our history and the social systems we’ve created, and more. I
could go on.
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While all of our programs prepare students for meaningful careers doing the practical
work to meet our collective needs (our Music Education program has a 100% job
placement rate for our graduates, for example), we also take on the biggest questions
facing us as a people, as our GHRAD Center demonstrates.

This Women’s History and Disability Awareness Month, it is apt to mention as well how
vital our Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies program is to preparing students for
doing the work of the world. Since the Supreme Court’s Dobbs decision, women in the
U.S. are enduring intensified assaults on their health and well-being, on their very lives,
being denied basic reproductive health care.

One often hears questions about the relevance of Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality
Studies programs. And yet a cursory look at the state of our world and, specifically, our
workplaces, should confirm for anybody the necessity of such programs. And let’s not
forget that the U.S. is yet to pass the Equal Rights Amendment, which simply states that
“equality of rights under the law shall not be abridged by the United States or any state
on account of sex.” That as a culture and people we don’t endorse that statement . . . well,
that should give us all pause about our commitment to basic egalitarian values.

I am thankful for the work the CAS does to prepare students for meaningful careers and
rewarding lives while working to make this planet habitable and humane for all.
Enjoy the latest CAS Connections!

Sincerely, 
Tim Libretti
Acting Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences
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Faculty Highlight

Dr. Ana Nieves- Associate ProfessorDr. Ana Nieves- Associate Professor
 Art + Design department



Dr. Nieves, an Associate Professor of Art History in the Art + Design
Department, specializes in the art and architecture of the Americas,
specifically on the artistic traditions of the Peruvian south coast. Dr.
Nieves has taught a number of classes for NEIU ranging from General
Education classes (Introduction to Art History) through graduate-level
courses offering, specifically a class titled Latin American Literatures
and Cultures (taught entirely in Spanish!) for the World Languages and
Cultures Department, as part of the MA in Latin American Literatures
and Cultures. 

Dr. Nieves organized a study abroad trip (for NEIU students) to Peru as
part of a class on Andean Art and Architecture. Students were able to
visit Lima and Cuzco where they were able to explore museums and
archaeological sites. Dr. Nieves has regularly conducted research in the
South Coast of Peru, where she regularly publishes and presents her
work. In fact, Dr. Nieves recently exhibited her work at the Museo Julio
C. Tello de Paracas in Paracas, Peru where the exhibit was, in many
ways, a culmination of her years of field work in the Nasca and Palpa
Valleys, specifically her photographic work through the process of
Reflectance Transformation Imaging and photogrammetry.

In addition to being an internationally recognized scholar, Dr. Nieves’
work was honored by two NEIU Excellence Awards in research.
Relatedly, for many years, Dr. Nieves organized a lecture series that
focused on the Art of the Americas, an important series and ever more
so for an HSI. 

Finally, Dr. Nieves has been instrumental in her role as a faculty
member on the planning committee for the annual John Albazi
Student Research and Creative Activities Symposium, one of the most
special days of the academic year for our students, where they are able
to showcase their scholarly activities by disseminating their projects
with the rest of the NEIU community. 



Current CAS Student Highlight

Ana Torres Justice Studies, 2024

My name is Ana Torres; I am the second oldest of eight siblings.
Growing up in a traditional Mexican household challenged my parents
and me. I have been in love with school for as long as I can remember.
When I was younger, I used to cry during summer break. I begged my
mother to enroll me in a summer school program, and she always did.

My journey with NEIU began in 2014 when I got accepted. I graduated
with an Associates degree from Richard J.Daley Community College in
2013. I started to take classes at NEIU in 2017. You see, I am a former
DACA recipient, and paying out of pocket for school is quite expensive,
especially when you have a family of your own. I have been a part-time
student, full-time mom, a wife, and managed three health clinics.



My life is always on the go. I am a senior at NEIU, and my major is
Justice Studies. I will graduate on May 10, 2024, and I will begin my
journey to become an attorney. I want to help our immigrant
communities, especially those like me. DACA recipients who have
been in this country and are contributing to it all their lives.Families
that cannot afford an immigration attorney or are looking for someone
who will understand their struggle and sympathize with them. That is
my main goal and dream. Four years from now, I will be an attorney.

NEIU was the perfect university for me. I loved the flexibility in the
hours; as mentioned earlier, I am a full-time employee and cannot
attend morning classes. Also, the professors I have met have been of
great support. I cannot tell you enough how blessed I have been to
meet and interact with them. From Dr. De La Torre, Dr. Nancy
Mathews, and everyone else. NEIU has allowed me to complete my
education, and I will always be thankful to everyone who has helped
me.

Something interesting about me? I honestly do not know. I am always
busy running from work to school and back home to my family and
two Golden doodles. I can tell you that my daughter and I will be
graduating from the university this year. It is funny because she
graduates on May 5 and claims I will steal her thunder.

I want to encourage all DACA recipients and anyone wishing to enroll
in the university.It is one of the best investments you can make for
yourself and your family. It requires persistence and patience, but if
you stick with it, everything will be worth it. One quote that resonates
with me is by Andre De Shields: "Slowly is the fastest way to get to
where you want to be." That is the story of my life.

This month we have a double feature for the Alumni Highlight. Both alumni
featured come from our very own Career Development Office!

Alumni Highlight Note



Marshal AliMarshal Ali
Master ’s  in  Soc ial  Work 

What is a word of advice for current students? 
Don't be afraid or get intimidated by opportunities. You may feel like you are not
qualified enough, or don't have enough experience. That's ok! You are here to learn
just like everyone else! So take the opportunities that come your way and
challenge yourself. You never know where those opportunities and connections
will take you one day.

Alumni Highlight
Undergraduate major-
Social Work NEIU

What are you doing now?
I am currently a Career Liaison with the Career
Development Office at NEIU

Graduate school and program- Social Work at
NEIU 

What do you remember most about your time
at NEIU?
What I liked about my time at NEIU was the
diversity. It was a great experience meeting
people from not only my own background, but
meeting people from other backgrounds and
cultures and learning about their practices and
perspectives. It really changes your outlook and
view of the world when you hear other people's
point of view.



Tammy Martin
Bachelor ’s  in  H i story  

What is a word of advice for current students? If you have the opportunity,
participate in on-campus events and extracurricular activities. I didn't have the
chance to participate in a lot of things outside of classes because of my work
schedule, and now that I'm back working at NEIU I can see that I missed out on a
lot of cool activities and opportunities!

Undergraduate major- I attended
NEIU from 2002 - 2009 for my
undergraduate degree. My major
was history.

What are you doing now?
I am currently working as a Career Liaison in the Career Development office at
NEIU. 

Graduate school and program- I
was enrolled in the MA in
history/secondary education
certification program for grad school
from 2010 - 2012. I didn't finish my
history MA but completed the
teaching certification part of the
program.

What do you remember most about your time at NEIU?
I loved the community that I was part of. I had a close group of friends who were
also history majors, and we were all involved in the McNair program. I also loved my
professors in the history department. I learned so much from them!



We know that so many of you, our alumni, have leveraged your NEIU
Arts and Sciences degrees into rewarding professional and personal
lives.

We’d love for you to share your journeys and successes with us as a
way of helping our students understand the many career pathways and
possibilities the NEIU College of Arts and Sciences (CAS) degrees and
curriculum open up for students. For students who major in accounting,
the career path may seem clear; however, the paths for an
Anthropology, Sociology, History, or Physics major may, at first glance,
be less clear but may very well be more multiple and various.

The CAS has embarked upon a Career Readiness initiative, one
purpose of which is to highlight the key skills and abilities students learn
and develop in NEIU’s liberal arts and sciences programs, which
employers seek and which prepare them for career success.

Your stories and wisdom will help us to help our students! Tell us what
you’re doing, what you’ve done, and how your degree helped you, or
whatever else you’d like us to know. And if you’d like to be more
involved and come talk to our students or help our students in their
career journey in any way (internships or micro-internships), let us know.

Contact Tim Libretti, Acting CAS Dean, at t-libretti@neiu.edu

to share your professional journeys and successes
Calling All CAS Calling All CAS Calling All CAS AlumniAlumniAlumni

Link: Core Competencies/Career Readiness Initiative

https://cas-connections.my.canva.site/cascorecompetencies
https://cas-connections.my.canva.site/cascorecompetencies


Earth Science is a fascinating field that delves into the
science of our planet Earth. If you’re curious about
environmental changes over geological time scales,
natural hazards, freshwater systems, atmospheric
science, climate change and paleoclimate variability,
surface processes, mountain building, oceans, rocks,
fossils, and the intricate connections between Earth’s
physio-bio-geo-chemical conditions and the evolution
of life, then majoring in Earth Science might be an
excellent choice!

Students who are interested in how the earth works. 
Students who want to participate in innovative research that
impacts society.
Students who like to apply math, science, and computer skills to
complex problems.
Students who want to develop confidence and proficiency in
problem solving, critical thinking, quantitative reasoning, and the
application of technology.
Students who want to experience a wide variety of work settings,
from field sampling and data logging to creating forecast models
and writing scientific reports to collaborations with industry and
policy makers.
Students who desire a challenging and rewarding career. (The U.S.
Bureau of Labor Statistics predicts a 14% growth in geoscience jobs
by 2026, surpassing the national average for all occupations.)

Featured Major: earth science

What is-earth science?

Who can major in Earth Science?

Read
More



Administrator Award of Excellence
Katrina Bell-Jordan, Ph.D.
Interim President, NEIU

Dean Murrell Higgins Duster Legacy Award (chosen by Dean Duster)
Gina Wells, Ph.D.
Instructor, TESOL

Christopher Merchant, Ph.D.
Associate Professor, Psychology

Wamucii Njogu Outstanding Student Award
Maurissa Williams
Student, Psychology

Student Leadership Award of Excellence
Joanne Duchelynn Fanfan
Student, Social Work

Congrats to 2024 Black heritage

award winners in the cas!



Northeastern Illinois University's College of Arts and Sciences (CAS) is interested in

assembling a Student Advisory Board to provide the Dean's Office with insights into

student experiences in the CAS and to raise issues/concerns regarding processes on

campus. 

Advisory board members are also expected to be available a few times a semester to

promote the college and provide a student voice at various events during the year. The

board will consist of 15 undergraduate students (and two alternates) representing a variety of

CAS majors and life experiences. The advisory group will meet approximately three times a

semester with the CAS Deans and may be asked to provide feedback on urgent matters

between meetings. 

The Student Advisory Board provides students with leadership opportunities, centers

students in CAS decision-making, affirms and acknowledges student experiences and allows

students to help share and improve processes. Students should be able to commit to one

academic year and will not be able to serve more than two years on the board. 

Student advisory boardStudent advisory boardStudent advisory board
college of arts and sciences

Applications are accepted on a
rolling basis and new board
members will be announced every
September.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeSloSKdfF8qv-I_I4xrvcL88NiJ4ur0ScksYt2Wcqe_tYdcA/viewform?usp=sharing


Handshake has many career
resources and job opportunities
for students with more being
posted every week.

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITIES WITHIN THE COLLEGE OF
ARTS AND SCIENCES?

HEY STUDENTS!

MAKE SURE TO CHECK OUT HANDSHAKE!

STUDENT WORK OPPORTUNITIES

https://app.joinhandshake.com/login?requested_authentication_method=standard
https://app.joinhandshake.com/login?requested_authentication_method=standard


Check out these new CAS
scholarships! 

J. Njogu and Eben C. Morgan Scholarship- $2000

The J. Njogu Kararu and Eben C. Morgan Scholarship ($4,000 total,
$2,000/awarded to TWO students) provides annual support for students
in the College of Arts and Sciences. Each year, the College of Arts and
Sciences will invite applications from qualified students who have faced
challenges in pursuing their education but remained diligent and
persistent in that pursuit nonetheless. Undergraduate students who have
declared a major in the College of Arts and Sciences at Northeastern
Illinois University are eligible to apply.

THE STUDENT SUBMISSION DEADLINE IS 5:00 P.M. ON MAY 3RD,
2024.

Click link below for submission instructions and criteria.

The Bernard J. Brommel Doctorial Scholarship- $2000

The purpose of this scholarship is to support doctoral study for alumni who
have received either bachelors or master’s degrees from Northeastern
Illinois University who meet the specified criteria as stipulated by the donor,
Dr. Bernard J. Brommel.

THE STUDENT SUBMISSION DEADLINE IS MAY 31ST, 2024.

Click link below for submission instructions and criteria.



Check out these new CAS
scholarships! 

The Dr. Harry N. Hild Student Writing  Award- $1500

The Dr. Harry N. Hild Student Writing Award for the College of Arts and
Sciences provides annual support for students in the College of Arts and
Sciences. Each year, the College of Arts and Sciences will host a student
writing competition to celebrate the importance of effective communication
skills. To participate in the student writing competition, applicants must
submit an original written work that will be reviewed by a selection
committee consisting of faculty in the College of Arts and Sciences.
Undergraduate students who have declared a major in the College of Arts
and Sciences at Northeastern Illinois University are eligible to apply.

THE STUDENT SUBMISSION DEADLINE IS 5:00 P.M. ON MAY 3RD,
2024.

Click link below for written text instructions and more information.

Brommel-Hanson-McGee Scholarship- $1200

The Brommel-Hanson-McGee Award provides annual support for students
in the College of Arts and Sciences. Each year, the College of Arts and
Sciences will invite applications from qualified students who have faced
challenges in pursuing their education and also demonstrated high
academic achievement, potential for future success, and community
leadership at NEIU or externally. Applicants must be a junior student (90
or more credits) entering
his or her senior year.

Click link below for submission instructions and criteria.

THE STUDENT SUBMISSION DEADLINE IS 5:00 P.M. ON MAY 3RD,
2024.



Scholarship Corner

The next CAS
Undergraduate
Merit Scholarship
Deadline is May
15th for Fall 2024.

Our Merit
Scholarship
application has
changed. It is now
on a Google Form !

CAS Scholarships website link



CONSIDER DONATING:
SUPPORT NEIU & OUR

STUDENTS! 

The CAS is thoughtful about how we spend donations and our decisions are
guided by NEIU’s values of Integrity, Excellence, Access to Opportunity, Diversity,
Community and Empowerment Through Learning. We appreciate any
contributions that help us to advocate for and support our hard-working students.

Thank you for supporting the College of Arts and Sciences (CAS). The College
of Arts and Sciences (CAS) is the largest college at NEIU with more than 30
programs. We pride ourselves on being an incredible student-centric office
and do our best to break down barriers for NEIU students. The CAS is
thoughtful about how we spend donations and our decisions are guided by
NEIU’s values of Integrity, Excellence, Access to Opportunity, Diversity,
Community and Empowerment Through Learning. We appreciate any
contributions that help us to advocate for and support our hard-working
students.

You can choose to donate to a few different funds:
THE COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES (CAS) UNRESTRICTED FUND
THE COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES UNDERGRADUATE SCHOLARS
PROGRAM (CUSP)
BLACK ENSEMBLE THEATER PARTNERSHIP FUND

Donate Here

https://www.neiu.edu/alumni-and-giving/give-college-of-arts-and-sciences


Events
Link to CAS
Calendar of
Events

https://www.neiu.edu/university-life/university-events-calendar/college-of-arts-and-sciences-events
https://www.neiu.edu/university-life/university-events-calendar/college-of-arts-and-sciences-events
https://www.neiu.edu/university-life/university-events-calendar/college-of-arts-and-sciences-events


Pre-law Events



pre-health Events
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Bernard Brommel Hall | 5500 N. St. Louis Ave | Chicago, IL | 60625

Tim Libretti 
Acting Dean 
t-libretti@neiu.edu

Ken Voglesonger 
Acting Associate Dean
k-voglesonger@neiu.edu

Amanda Dykema-Engblade 
Acting Associate Dean
a-dykema-engblade@neiu.edu

Bruce (Alan) Mace 
Business Manager
b-mace@neiu.edu

David Nissim-Sabat
Director of Pre-Professional Advising 
d-nissimsabat@neiu.edu

Peter Goldman
Administrative Assistant/Contracts Administrator 
p-goldman@neiu.edu

Debra Williams
Student and Faculty Program Support Specialist 
d-williams28@neiu.edu

Shanna Griffus
Program Assistant
s-griffus@neiu.edu

Office Location: BBH 158
Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30-4:30pm

CAS Staff 

CAS@NEIU.edu

(773) 442- 5700



NEIU College
of Arts and
ciences

stay connected

@cas_neiu
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