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“Excellent books.  Wonderful presenters.  I’m so glad I was able to participate.”
Since 2000, Chicago Teachers’ Center’s popular Young Adult Literature Conference (YAL) has demonstrated how the combination of compelling books and engaging learning strategies can provide powerful learning experiences for middle and high school students.  Teachers choose participate in interactive workshops designed around one of the conference books.  They leave with teaching strategies they can use immediately in their classrooms.  Teachers from our partnership schools are encouraged to follow up with our Unit for Books Program; they’ll receive a classroom set of books in exchange for a unit that includes young adult literature and best practice literacy strategies.
Register or get more information at  www.neiu.edu/~yal 
The Spring 2010 YAL Conference Books
	Little Brother by Cory Doctorow.  In the wake of a terrorist attack, techno-geek Marcus (aka w1n5t0n) is interrogated for six days by the Department of Homeland Security.  Following his release, Marcus uses his computer skills to lead a fight against increasingly intrusive government surveillance reminiscent of George Orwell’s 1984.   Presenter:  Daniel Laubacher.
Our America:  Life and Death on the South Side of Chicago by LeAlan Jones, Lloyd Newman and David Isay.  In the 1990s, two Chicago teens chronicled life and death inside the Wells housing project for National Public Radio.  Drawn from their interviews, this portrait of an often-forgotten America is disturbing and powerful reading.  Presenters:  Germania Solórzano and 

Polly Mills.
The Shakespeare Stealer by Gary Blackwood.  Caught trying to steal Hamlet for his sinister master, fourteen-year-old  Widge joins Shakepeare’s company to protect his alibi and finds his loyalties increasingly divided.  This fast-paced adventure will entertain reluctant readers while providing a fascinating glimpse of everyday life in Shakespeare’s London. 
Presenter:  Cynthia Benford
Sunrise Over Fallujah by Walter Dean Myers.  Robin “Birdy” Perry joins the army after high school in spite of his family’s misgivings and is deployed to Iraq.  As hopes for a quick victory fade, Birdy finds himself drawn into increasingly murky moral territory.  With this book, the award-winning author of Fallen Angels introduces a new generation to the heartache of war and the meaning of heroism.  Presenters:  April Nauman and Durene Wheeler
Upstate by Kalisha Buckhanon.  Young lovers Natasha and Antonio think nothing can keep them apart—until Antonio is accused of murdering his abusive father and is sent upstate to serve a ten-year sentence.  In a passionate exchange of letters, they vow to remain true to one another, but as the years pass, they learn they are divided by more than bars. 
Presenter:  Susan Garr
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Saturday, April 17th, 2010


8:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.


NEIU’s Carruther's Center for Inner City Studies


700 E. Oakwood Boulevard, Chicago, IL





Free to teachers in GEAR UP, READwELL,


and Cicero-Berwyn schools.





$25 special rate for teachers at former GEAR UP middle schools.





$75.00 includes two books, food, and workshops.


Discounted student and group rates available.  Call (312) 563-7134.





Earn 5 CPDUs





Register at � HYPERLINK "http://www.neiu.edu/~yal" ��www.neiu.edu/~yal�










































































