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“Excellent books.  Wonderful presenters.  I’m so glad I was able to participate.”

Since 2000, Chicago Teachers’ Center’s popular Young Adult Literature Conference (YAL) has demonstrated how the combination of compelling books and engaging teaching strategies can provide powerful learning experiences for middle and high school students.  Teachers choose two conference books to read in advance, then participate in interactive workshops designed around those books.  They leave with teaching strategies they can use immediately in their classrooms.  Teachers from our partnership schools are encouraged to follow up with our Units for Books Program; they’ll receive a classroom set of books in exchange for a unit that includes young adult literature and best practice literacy strategies.
When you register, you will indicate your top five preferences for workshops.  Depending on availability, we will place you in two of these workshops.  Teachers are encouraged to register on-line as soon as possible to get the workshops they prefer.  Register at www.neiu.edu/~yal or fax the attached registration form.  Teachers at partnership schools should send a $50 deposit check by April 1st.  The deposit check is refundable upon attendance at the conference.  Staff at non-partnership schools may attend for $75 per person (discounts available for three or more participants from the same school and for NEIU, NLU, and Columbia College students; call Dan Laubacher at (312) 563-7134 for more information).   Payment in full is required by April 9th.

Once we receive your check, you will receive an e-mail confirmation, plus the books for your two workshops.  Participants at partnership schools who register with deposit/payment by April 1st will receive books at their schools; all others can pick up their books at Chicago Teachers’ Center (770 N. Halsted, 4th floor; enter on Chicago Ave.) after April 5th or get them at the conference on April 17th.  We strongly recommend that you read your workshop books before the conference to get the most out of your conference experience.

The 2009-10 Conference Books
The Adoration of Jenna Fox  by Mary E. Pearson.  Seventeen-year-old Jenna remembers nothing before the moment she emerged from a year-long coma following a terrible accident.  As she struggles to reclaim her identity, she discovers a shocking secret that makes her question the ethics of science and the definition of “human.”  A film version is in the works.  
Breaking Through/Senderos fronterizos by Francisco Jimenez.  In this sequel to the acclaimed The Circuit, Jimenez recounts his life from eighth grade to high school graduation.  Panchito’s determination to pursue his college dreams in spite of crushing poverty, blatant prejudice and family tensions is simply and movingly told.  Available in English or Spanish. 
Little Brother by Cory Doctorow.  In the wake of a terrorist attack, techno-geek Marcus (aka w1n5t0n) is interrogated for six days by the Department of Homeland Security.  Following his release, Marcus uses his computer skills to lead a fight against increasingly intrusive government surveillance reminiscent of George Orwell’s 1984.  
Luna by Julie Anne Peters.  For years, Regan has been the silent witness to her beloved elder brother’s transformation from Liam to Luna, the girl he knows himself to be.  While she completely accepts that her brother is transgendered, Regan worries that her budding romance with the hot new guy from chem class will be ruined by Luna’s determination to reveal her true identity.  A National Book Award finalist. 
Our America:  Life and Death on the South Side of Chicago by LeAlan Jones, Lloyd Newman and David Isay.  In the 1990s, two Chicago teens chronicled life and death inside the Wells housing project for National Public Radio.  Drawn from their interviews, this portrait of an often-forgotten America is disturbing and powerful reading.  
The Shakespeare Stealer by Gary Blackwood.  Caught trying to steal Hamlet for his sinister master, fourteen-year-old Widge joins Shakespeare’s company to protect his alibi and finds his loyalties increasingly divided.  This fast-paced adventure will entertain reluctant readers while providing a fascinating glimpse of everyday life in Shakespeare’s London. 

Sunrise Over Fallujah by Walter Dean Myers.  Robin “Birdy” Perry joins the army after high school in spite of his family’s misgivings and is deployed to Iraq.  As hopes for a quick victory fade, Birdy finds himself drawn into increasingly murky moral territory.  With this book, the award-winning author of Fallen Angels introduces a new generation to the heartache of war and the meaning of heroism.  

Upstate by Kalisha Buckhanon.  Young lovers Natasha and Antonio think nothing can keep them apart—until Antonio is accused of murdering his abusive father and is sent upstate to serve a ten-year sentence.  In a passionate exchange of letters, they vow to remain true to one another, but as the years pass, they learn they are divided by more than bars.  
Saturday Workshop Descriptions
Science/Fictions:  Possible Futures and Uncertain Identities in 

The Adoration of Jenna Fox 

Mary Rose O’Shea and Becca Manery, Presenters
In the mid-21st century, 17-year-old Jenna Fox wakes with no memory of who she is.  She is told she has been in a coma following a traumatic accident.  As she seeks to reclaim her past, Jenna finds more questions than answers:  Why can she remember details of the French Revolution but not whether she has a best friend?  And why has she been warned never to mention the accident?  Using technology, action strategies, research, persuasive writing, and poetry, we will demonstrate ways to foster thoughtful writing and discussion around the gray areas where science and belief, ethics, and identity converge.

Breaking Through/Senderos fronterizos: Using Arts Integration to Explore Personal Narrative
Presenters TBA
In this sequel to the acclaimed novel The Circuit, Francisco Jimenez recounts his life from eighth grade to high school graduation.  Panchito's determination to pursue his college dreams in spite of crushing poverty, blatant prejudice, and family tensions is simply and movingly told.  This interactive workshop will use multiple arts integration techniques, from drama to visual arts, to explore the life conditions of the characters, issues of undocumented students, and the monologue-style narrative of a young man coming of age. 

Watch Out for Little Brother: Privacy, Technology and Social Action in a “Post 9/11” World
Daniel Laubacher, Presenter
In the near future, terrorists attack Marcus’s city, San Francisco. He winds up being kidnapped, mistreated, and interrogated.  His best friend Darryl is still missing.  Marcus uses his knowledge of technology and social networks (he is a little beyond Facebook) to derail his new nemesis, the organization that has Darryl.  Unfortunately, Marcus’s nemesis is the U.S. Department of Homeland Security.  Terrorism, freedom fighting, civil disobedience.  Civil rights, privacy, national security.  The world is increasingly complicated.  The workshop for Cory Doctorow’s Little Brother will use some of the current social networking outlets (Twitter, Facebook, blogs), as well as a classroom drama technique (Radio Show) to explore some of the issues of privacy and politics facing a generation who were under ten on September 11, 2001.

An Inner Secret:  A Transgender Experience (Luna)
Hector Uriostegui and Mary Massie, Presenters
Luna, by Julie Anne Peters, may be the first young adult novel to really deal with transgender issues, and as such, it offers an important opportunity for new dialogue and discussion in your classroom.  Teachers will discuss implementing Luna, along with a variety of companion resources which can be easily integrated into future learning projects.  Participants will learn the importance of gender identity and cultural sensitivity through and around young adult literature, and have the opportunity to hear the real life experiences of a transgendered person.

Documenting Our America
Germania Solórzano and Polly Mills, Presenters
Our America: Life and Death on the South Side of Chicago is a compilation of interviews conducted by LeAlan Jones and Lloyd Newman, who were both in high school at the time of its creation.  By using this text, we are purposely valuing the voices and perspectives of young people in the exploration of their worlds.   This text will be used to introduce the idea of the documentary and the act of documenting.  We will brainstorm on topics to be documented, as well as look at forms of documentary:  photography, radio, film/video, published interviews, etc.  Our hope is to inspire teachers to set up their own documentary projects in their classrooms, where students will research and present on what is important to them.

A Little Help with Shakespeare from The Shakespeare Stealer 
Cynthia Benford, Presenter
This interactive, hands-on workshop is designed to help classroom teachers deepen their students’ understanding of William Shakespeare’s works.  Participants will engage in activities that cover Shakespeare’s language, themes, and historical period and receive several curriculum guides related to the novel that can be used when teaching any of the Bard’s plays.  The workshop will conclude with a brief description of the Units for Books program to facilitate teachers who are interested in getting a free class set of The Shakespeare Stealer.  

Questions of War: Connecting Students to Critical Issues through 

Sunrise Over Fallujah
April Nauman and Durene Wheeler, Presenters
Walter Dean Myers’ Sunrise Over Fallujah, the story of a young African-American serviceman sent to Iraq, raises many questions relevant to the lives of CPS students. The novel can be used as a springboard into a variety of areas of study, including other U.S. wars, how war is depicted in books and movies, and other books by Myers. In our talk, we will give an overview of these possibilities, then explore two in-depth: (1) military recruitment of minorities in the U.S. and (2) why so many U.S. servicemen and women then find themselves sent to the Middle East.  In addition, we will present reading strategies adapted especially for the savvy YAL Conference attendee!

The Adolescent Brain:  A Work in Progress 
Using Upstate to Ponder Teaching the Teenager
Susan A. Garr, Presenter
How can we design learning experiences that reach the teenage brain?   Is the brain fixed or malleable?  Is it shaped by experience or genes?   Should students be made aware of why they do the things they do?  What do they need for learning? And what control do educators have over all this?  This workshop will use the novel, Upstate, as a vehicle to connect, explore, share and discuss brain-based learning and the implications for teaching.  Interactive reading, writing, speaking and listening strategies for across the curriculum will be modeled.  Focus:  Building relationships and self advocacy skills, hosting classroom conversations on controversial topics, teaching decision-making skills and facilitating inquiry-based learning.

Register at www.neiu.edu/~yal or fax this form to 312-563-7210

Young Adult Literature Conference Registration Form
I am interested in attending the Young Adult Literature Conference on April 17, 2010.  I have indicated my choices of workshops below.  I agree to read provided conference books by April 17th.

Name_______________________________________________________________________

I am a... (please select one) 
 
( High School Teacher
( Elementary/ Middle School Teacher
( University Student
( School Administrator
( YAL Presenter
( GEAR UP or CTC Staff
School____________________________________Grade:______Subject______________

Best phone___________________ Email (REQUIRED) ______________________________

Second phone___________________ Second Email ______________________________
Please number your top five Saturday workshop choices.  Register online at www.neiu.edu/~yal , (preferred), or return this form to your GEAR UP representative, or FAX to the number at the top of this page.  We will do our best to accommodate your choices.  

NOTE: You will not be officially registered until your check has been received by mail. Deposit checks are NOT cashed and will be returned at the conference except in cases of late cancelations or no-shows.
Saturday Workshops

Rank in numbers:  (1 = top choice, 5 = last of 5) in box in front of the workshop title.

	
	Science/Fictions:  Possible Futures and Uncertain Identities in

 The Adoration of Jenna Fox

	
	Breaking Through (check this box to receive the book in English)

	
	Senderos fronterizos (check this box to receive the book in Spanish) 

	
	Watch Out for Little Brother:  Privacy, Technology and Social Action in

 a “Post 9/11” World

	
	An Inner Secret:  A Transgender Experience (Luna)

	
	Documenting Our America

	
	A Little Help with Shakespeare from The Shakespeare Stealer

	
	Questions of War:  Connecting Students to Critical Issues through

Sunrise Over Fallujah

	
	The Adolescent Brain:  A Work in Progress

Using Upstate to Ponder Teaching the Teenager


Register online at www.neiu.edu/~yal 

or FAX completed Interest Forms to Daniel Laubacher at (312) 563-7210.

THEN, mail your check, payable to Chicago Teachers’ Center to 

Chicago Teachers’ Center

attn: YAL c/o Daniel Laubacher

770 N. Halsted Avenue, 4th Floor

Chicago IL 60642

FEE:
The $75 conference fee includes books for two Saturday workshops, food (breakfast and snack), materials and conference workshops.  A $10 discount is available for NEIU, NLU, and Columbia College students and for groups of three or more from the same school.
If you teach at a GEAR UP or CTC partner school, send a deposit check of $50, refundable upon attendance at the conference (conference fee will be paid through grant funds).  Deposit will not be cashed except in cases of late cancellations or no-shows.  Cancel before 4/14/10 to receive your deposit back.
Questions?  Call Dan at (312) 563-7134.
Saturday,April 17th, 2010


8:30 am – 1:30 pm


NEIU’s Carruther's Center for Inner City Studies


700 E. Oakwood Boulevard, Chicago, IL


(Exit Lake Shore Drive at Oakwood and proceed 4 blocks west)





$75.00 ($65.00 for groups of three or more from the same school).


$65.00 for NEIU, NLU and Columbia College students.


Free to teachers in GEAR UP, READwELL, and Cicero-Berwyn schools. 


($50 deposit required, refunded at the conference.)


Price includes two books, food, and workshops.


CPS teachers earn 5 CPDUs.


Payment must be received by April 9th to confirm your place.





Information & registration at: �HYPERLINK "http://www.neiu.edu/~yal"�www.neiu.edu/~yal�








