YAL Units for Books Planning Template
	Title of Unit: Becoming Naomi Leon

	Unit Developed by: Adriana Ibarra and Karen Boran

	Grade Level(s): 8th grade

	Curriculum Areas: English/Language Arts and Social Science (Geography and Culture)

	Brief Description of the Unit:

(50-75 words)  This interdisciplinary unit uses literature, geography and culture to help understand tradition and festivals at a personal level for 8th grade students.  The theme of the unit supports students as they explore the nature of luck – whether such a thing actually exists, and if it does, whether it can be influenced by individual actions and beliefs.

	Enduring Understandings (What do you want your students to understand and be able to use ten years from now?)
· We are responsible for what we do while we are waiting for luck to strike

· Positive attitudes can influence positive outcomes

· Collective nouns exist to cover a group of objects



	Essential Questions

(What are the open-ended questions that will promote inquiry into the heart of the subject or discipline?)

· How does friendship shape the important events of the story?
· (See study guide questions, attached)


	Knowledge and Skill

(What will your students be able to demonstrate at the end of the unit?)

· On a map, the kinds of physical terrains and borders that need to be crossed to travel from California to Oaxaca, Mexico.
· Read age-appropriate texts with fluency and understanding

· How to read and write “in-role” to inform and (?)

· Use questions to inform predictions and understandings

· Collaborate in small groups for a variety of purposes

· Research self-and group determined questions

· Prepare impromptu presentations to reflect comprehension

· Define target words in context

· Writing in a specific format for a pre-determined audience



	Assessment Evidence/Instruments: 

(How will you know how well your students learned?  Attach rubrics and checklists, if used.)

· Literacy Menu
· Applicable Rubrics

· Culminating Activity Instructions

· Applicable Checklist and Rubric

Learning Activities 

(List the most important learning activities students will perform during the unit.)

· Anticipation/Opinion Guide

· Festival Research, Report and Presentation

· Literacy Menu:
· You are the judge “Y” Chart

· Postcard Home (writing in role)

· Hotseat (writing/responding in role)

· Character Journals (writing in role)

· Story Maps (plot graphic organizer -- visual)

· Lucky/Unlucky (poem, rap or song based on theme)

· Story Timeline (plot graphic organizer – text)

· “You are Naomi” (mindmap)

· Friendship or Luck Comic (visual based on theme)
Required Attachments:

· Becoming Naomi Leon Unit Plan
· Becoming Naomi Leon Weekly Lesson Plans
Unit Materials:

· Nature of Luck Anticipation/Opinion Guide

· Set of Study Guide Questions

· Unit Quiz

· Entrance Ticket Questions – Chapters 6 -- 22

· Unit Rubrics:

· Festivals’ Project Checklist

· Festivals’ Project Write-up Rubric

· Festivals’ Project Presentation Rubric

· Character Journal Rubric (also, Postcards’ and “You are Naomi” Rubric)

· Collective Nouns’ Rubric

· Lucky/Unlucky Poem, Rap or Song

· Hotseat Rubric

· Mexico Map Rubric

· Literacy Menu

· Center Instructions:

· Listening Center and Study Guides

· Soap Carving

· Collective Nouns Story

· Mexico Map 

· Character journal

· Postcards

· “You are Naomi”

· “You are the judge”
· Lucky/Unlucky Poem, Rap or Song

· Center Materials

· “Y” Chart for “You are the judge”
· Hablo Espanol?

· Collective Noun Match Game

· Hotseat Planning Guide

· Storyboard form for Comic
· Peer Editing Checklist

· Mexico Maps, U.S. Maps

· Festival Resource Texts

· Center Supplies

· Ivory or Pure and Natural Soap, craft sticks, paper towels, tracing paper

· Crayons, markers, paper (mind map, comic, timeline, story map, Mexico map, postcards)
· 
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