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Final Weekend for Mrs. Warren’s Profession
Director’ s Notes.

“I am convinced that fine art is the subtlest, the most seductive, the most
effective instrument of moral propaganda in the world, excepting only the
example of personal conduct; and waive even this exception in favor of the
art of the stage, because it works by exhibiting examples of personal
conduct made intelligible and moving to crowds of unobservant,
unreflecting people to whom real life means nothing.”

From “The Author’s Apology” to Mrs. Warren’s Profession (1902)
by George Bernard Shaw

Shaw wrote Mrs. Warren’'s Profession at a time when prostitution, with all the
associated social problems of sexual abuse, sexually transmitted disease, drug
addiction and poverty, was widespread. It wasn’'t Shaw’s choice of topic that
was innovative, for the “fallen woman” character had frequented the English
stage in the past. What was new and brazenly risky was his depiction of prosti-
tution as a social problem reinforced by government, church and the popular
public attitudes of the time.

Shaw contended that many women in England were forced to choose prostitu-
tion over acute poverty or starvation because the opportunities for employment
were so dismal. In tonight's comic play you will be introduced to one Mrs. War-
ren who chose prostitution as a way out of poverty and then used some of her
earnings to provide an education for her daughter, Vivie - an education which
would give Vivie opportunities Mrs. Warren never had.

Vivie steps into adult life as a self-sufficient, independent-thinking woman of a
new century. She embodies characteristics of the “new woman”: gainfully em-
ployed, smoking in public and almost certainly endorsing women'’s right to vote.
For Vivie, her work is her life; her life is her work. Has she “made it,” as we
would say today? You decide, as you see our main stage season’s opening
production of Shaw's comedy, Mrs. Warren’s Profession.

Rodney Higginbotham

Mrs. Warrren’s Profession by George Bernard Shaw

Director: Rodney Higginbotham Stage Manager: Rachel Backing

Set Design: Jessica Kuehnau Light Design: ~ John Rodriguez

Costume Design: Jana Anderson Sound Design:  Nikola Ranguelov

Cast: Jeff Roll David Mitchell Cheryl Lyman
Tom Camacho Kyle Young Megan Bubley

Finding the Sun Director’s Note:

There are so many layers in Finding the Sun that sometimes it’s overwhelming. Will |
get my point across? Will people connect with it? Are the actors feeling it, whatever it
is? The concept of Finding the Sun shows us that among many things, sometimes we
forget the wonderful things about life. If we take a step back from the bigger picture to
see the smaller one, we can see how taking a breath, no matter how tiny it is, can help
propel us from one point of life to another.

Hugo Rosado

UPCOMING EVENTS
FOR STAGE CENTER
THEATRE:

40th Anniversary Party
September 20, 2007
6:00-8:00 p.m.
Building F

Upcoming Events

Mrs. Warren’s Profession
George Bernard Shaw
October 4-6, 11-13, 18-20
@ 7:30 p.m.; Stage Center
Theatre

Finding the Sun

Edward Albee

October 23 & 25 @ 1:40 &
7:30 p.m.; Studio Theatre;
F 109

Miss Julie

August Strindberg

November 13 & 15 @ 1:40 &
7:30 p.m.; Studio Theatre;

F 109

The Skin of Our Teeth
Thornton Wilder
November 29-Dec. 1, 6-8,
13-15 @ 7:30 p.m.;
Stage Center Theatre

For reservations for Stage
Center Theatre Perform-
ances and Studio Series
Performances call the

Box Office at 773.442.4274

Wiley & the Hairy Man
Susan Zeder

November 2—December 5;
Monday, Wednesday, Friday
Performances @ 10:30 a.m.;
Children’s Theatre Workshop;
For reservations call Ann
Hartdegen at 773.442.5971




