 GRADUATE PROGRAM IN READING

DEGREE REQUIREMENTS:

Upon admission, candidates should establish a LiveText® Account. Subscriptions are available online at http://livetext.com. As soon as accounts are established, candidates should contact Anne Feuerstein, Office Administrator of the Department of Reading, at A-Feuerstein@neiu.edu to be enrolled in the Graduate Program Students group. Each candidate should also submit a Self Evaluation of Professional Dispositions and a Professional Experience Information Survey. These surveys are available on LiveText®. Candidates should make appointments with their advisors to complete Graduate Study Plans. If your plans change, you should revise your submitted plan and contact your advisor.

SEQUENCE I 

READ 416 
Primary Reading Instruction 










3 credit hours

Designed to help teachers develop an understanding of reading acquisition and early literacy. To develop an awareness of the developmental aspects of language development and its relationship to reading. Explores the interactive nature of language and its instructional implications. Prerequisite: Admission to the M. A. Program in Reading.

READ 417 
Reading Instruction in Intermediate and Upper Grades 




3 credit hours

Provides graduate candidate opportunities to analyze and synthesize information about reading comprehension, develop an understanding of the development of reading comprehension instruction, and develop instructional strategies which promote reading comprehension in classroom settings. Prerequisite: Admission to the M. A. Program in Reading


READ 412 
Measurement and Evaluation in Reading








3 credit hours

Introduction to informal and formal evaluation instruments in reading; basic concepts in measurement and evaluation; techniques of test development, evaluation, and interpretation. Applies reading assessment instruments to reading programs. Prerequisites: READ 416 and READ 417

READ 425
Literature-Based Reading Instruction









3 credit hours

Provides candidate with increased knowledge of ways to use literature as the foundation for elementary reading programs. Candidate will learn to develop, implement, and assess literature-based reading programs. They will also extend their own knowledge of children’s literature. Prerequisites: Admission to M.A.T. /M.S.I. in Language Arts or M.A. in reading with completed Sequence I and Degree Candidacy in Reading.


During their last semester in Sequence I, candidates should register with the Department of Reading to take the Content Knowledge Examination. To qualify to take the Content Knowledge Examination, candidates must submit Self Evaluations of Professional Dispositions as well as Evaluations of Professional Dispositions from two faculty members. All forms are available through LiveText.
SEQUENCE II 

As candidates begin Sequence II, they should apply to take the clinical practicum and advanced practicum in Reading, READ 404 and READ 409. This form is available on LiveText. Applications for the practica are due one year in advance. Candidates should also begin their portfolios as they will be expected to submit a preliminary portfolio for peer review upon completion of Sequence II.
During their last semester of Sequence II, candidates should submit Self Evaluations of Professional Dispositions as well as Evaluations of Professional Dispositions from one faculty member. Each candidate should also submit a Peer Review of the Portfolio for Sequence II. All forms are available on LiveText. Candidates who wish to write a Thesis should contact faculty supervisors.

READ 401 
Developmental Reading Theory 










3 credit hours

Discussion and appraisal of the physiological, psychological, and psycholinguistic bases of the developmental reading process; discussion of learning theories as they relate to the teaching of reading; critical analysis of theoretical models and frameworks of the reading  process and product, including discussion of models of reading. Prerequisites: READ 412, READ416 and READ 417.

READ 407

Diagnosis and Remediation of Reading Disabilities




3 credit hours

A case study approach to the diagnosis and remediation of reading disabilities. Individual case studies are used to emphasize both causal and/or inhibiting factors in reading disability, as well as the analysis of the reading problem. Appropriate remedial instruction is related to diagnostic findings. Prerequisites:  Degree Candidacy in Reading and completion of Sequence I.

Candidates are required to take READ 414 or READ 415. Candidates may take the other writing course as an elective.


READ 414

Reading and Writing Processes








3 credit hours

Focuses on the insights and instructional implications of recent research in the relationships between reading and writing. Examines various aspects of emergent literacy and the developmental stages of reading and writing. Strategies to foster individual growth in these areas and materials for planning, organizing and managing a reading/writing curriculum are treated. Prerequisites: READ 416 and READ 417 or Department Authorization.



or


READ 415

Reading and Writing in the Content Areas






3 credit hours

Explores the development of classroom strategies to use writing in mastering content area subjects. Treats the integration of reading and writing in content area subject classes. Prerequisites: READ 416 and READ 417 or Department Authorization.

SEQUENCE III

Requires completion of Sequences I and II as well as successful completion of the Content Knowledge Examination and a peer review of the portfolio.
READ 404/409
Clinical Practicum in Reading
 and Advanced Practicum in Reading

6 credit hours

Provides clinical experience in diagnosis and remediation of reading disability cases. Candidates diagnose and give remedial reading treatments to disabled individuals and small groups. Prerequisite: Completion of Sequence II and Department Authorization; also requires fingerprint background check. Information about background checks is provided upon acceptance into the Clinical Practicum.

READ 405

Research Seminar in Reading









3 credit hours

Acquaints the candidate with sources and trends of completed research in the psychology, pedagogy, and sociology of reading; research design and procedures; criteria of planning and appraising scientific studies in reading. Project and/or research paper required. 
Prerequisite: Completion of Sequence II and acceptance into Sequence III.

READ 403

Curriculum and Supervision in Reading






3 credit hours

Treats principles and procedures in developing a sound school curriculum in reading to meet the needs of normally achieving and special needs students from varied ethnic and language backgrounds, the roles and responsibilities of reading consultants, coordinators, and supervisors; in-service reading programs; and the evaluation of reading programs. Surveys the impact of historical and current influences on the reading curriculum. Prerequisite: Completion of Sequence II and acceptance into Sequence III.

ELECTIVES

Three credit hours of approved electives or a thesis option. Thesis is available by invitation only.

EXIT REQUIREMENTS

One semester before they plan to graduate, candidates should take the Reading Specialist Test administered by the Illinois Certification Testing System. Applications are available through the Illinois State Board of Education website: http://www.isbe.state.il.us. Results of the successful completion of this test must be submitted to the Department to qualify for final evaluation. Candidates should also submit their electronic portfolios for peer review as specified in the Assessment Procedures document on LiveText®. To qualify for final evaluation, candidates must also submit a final Self Evaluation of Professional Dispositions, a Faculty Evaluation of Professional Dispositions from their clinical supervisor, and a Graduate Program Candidate Survey. 

CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS

In addition to the requirements to complete the Graduate Program in Reading, candidates seeking Reading Specialist Type 10 certification must successfully complete the Assessment of Professional Teaching for Grades K through 12 administered by the Illinois Certification Testing System. Candidates must also have completed two years of successful teaching to be eligible for the Type 10 Reading Specialist Certification.
