Applying for NIH grants

Useful Information

1.  The application process

You do not need to be registered in grants.gov – the people in Sponsored Programs will do the final submission through grants.gov

Once the application gets in to grants.gov, it is sent to NIH’s electronic system, eRA Commons.  You do need to be registered in eRA Commons.  To get registered, email Jean Egerman? in Sponsored Programs at J-Egerman@neiu.edu.

2.   Budget information


NEIU’s F&A (indirect cost) rate is ?% of salary and wages.

Requesting salary:  
During the academic year you may not  request to be paid over and above your regular salary.  You can NIH to pay a portion of your regular salary for a course release.  NEIU’s policy is that 25% of your salary gives you 1 course release.  But the federal government no longer uses percentages.  Instead, they use “person months”.  1 “person month” = 1 month salary.  To get one course release for one semester  (4.5 months) you would request:

4.5 * .25  = 1.125 months

So the amount you would request for salary would be 1.125 * your monthly salary.  Make sure you use your monthly salary based on the 9 month year, even if your salary is spread out over 12 months.  To get one course release for both fall and spring semester, it would be 9 * .25 = 2.25 months.
When requesting salary, you must also always include fringe benefits (retirement, medicare, health insurance and life insurance).  These amounts can change somewhat from year to year.  For the 2009 – 2010 year, retirement and medicare combined are 11.8% of your salary.  The amount necessary for health insurance will depend on which insurance you have and how many dependents you have.   The average is about $1400 per month.  Life insurance is $20 per month.  The people in Sponsored Programs can help you calculate this.  Whatever your monthly fringe benefits turn out to be, you must multiply that by the number of months you’re requesting (e.g. 1.125).

During the summer, if you’re not teaching, you may request up to 2 months salary over and above your regular 9 month salary.  The amount you request will be calculated the same as described above, for both salary and fringe benefits.
3.  Useful URLs

Links to general grant information:  http://grants.nih.gov/grants/oer.htm
CRISP, searchable database of all grants previously funded by NIH:   http://crisp.cit.nih.gov/crisp/crisp_query.generate_screen
Links to each of NIH’s Institutes:  http://www.nih.gov/icd/
Information on AREAs, in general:  http://grants.nih.gov/grants/funding/area.htm
People to contact regarding the AREA within each Institute:  http://grants.nih.gov/grants/funding/area_contacts.htm
Recovery act AREA RFA:  http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/rfa-files/RFA-OD-09-007.html
Downloadable application:  https://apply07.grants.gov/apply/forms_apps_idx.html;  enter “RFA-OD-09-007” under “Funding Opportunity Number”

