April 14, 2005

ctc-TribLetter@Tribune.com

Letters to the Editor

Chicago Tribune

435 North Michigan

Chicago, IL 60611

To the Editor:

In reviewing “The Subject of Palestine” (Arts & Entertainment, April 14), Alan Artner describes the exhibit’s contents as “art of struggle and protest.”  Nowhere does his review identify what the artists are struggling or protesting against, but that is clear to any visitor to the exhibit, especially one who reads the placard at its entrance or the catalog distributed there.

“Resistance is the Palestinian response to the tragedy known as the Nakba,” visitors to the exhibit are told, “when in 1948 statehood was lost to Israeli occupation.”  Just as the word “Israel” is absent from Artner’s review, so, the exhibit seems to propose, should Israel be absent from the Middle East.

Actually, when the United Nations recognized the establishment of the State of Israel in 1947, it also made statehood available to the Palestinians.  But the Palestinians and the surrounding Arab countries that attacked Israel rejected that two-state solution.

To talk about an “Israeli occupation” that began in 1948 is to deny Israel’s legitimacy altogether.  That is the keynote sounded by an exhibit which repeatedly demonizes the Israelis as brutal oppressors and portrays the Palestinians only as innocent victims. 

Artner closes his review by congratulating DePaul University for hosting this exhibit, which is co-sponsored by a dozen DePaul departments and programs.  One should think that an institution of higher learning would be embarrassed to participate in such a blatant propaganda exercise and to be seen as implicitly endorsing the inflammatory revisionist history that permeates the textual accompaniment to this exhibit.
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