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Transcription of Shorthand Notes Taken at

November 3, 2004 Talk by Sheikh Fisal Hamouda

Advertised as Being about “Life in the Territories,” 

Which Was Sponsored by the Muslim Student Association

at Northeastern Illinois University in Chicago


Sheikh Fisal Hamouda [for the sake of brevity, I will refer to him as SFH] gave some biographical information about himself.  He was born in Egypt in 1944.  He joined the air force there.  Later, in the course of his talk, he mentioned that he fought in the 1967 War.  He moved to the United States in 1969.  


SFH is an engineer with a consulting firm of his own.  He told a story of doing business with a Jew who could not meet with him on a given day because the man was taking a course about the Golden Age of Jews, when, SFH said, “the Jews lived in Spain under a just Muslim leader.”  This was followed by a statement of how ironic it was that the Muslims were so good to the Jews, but now the Jews are killing Muslims.


What follows are excerpts from SFH’s talk in the order in which he spoke them.  Those words in quotation marks are direct quotations.  In other places, I have just written approximately what he said.

$ 
Speaking about the Balfour Declaration [of 1917, in which the British Foreign Secretary, Arthur James Balfour, wrote to Jewish leader Lord Rothschild, assuring him that Britain supported a homeland for the Jews], SFH quoted President Kennedy as having said, “The one who does not have it gave it to the one who does not deserve it.”  He went on to say that many rabbis declare that the Torah states that Jews are not permitted to have a homeland of their own.

$ 
SFH said, “It is not, as everyone thinks, the Jews know everything.”

$ 
Speaking of the establishment of the State of Israel, SFH said that in 1948 “it was the shock of the world that the UN, unfortunately, was bought, was sold, was corrupted.”

$ 
Speaking about the other Arab nations, SFH said:  “The corrupted governments acted like they were defending the rights of the Palestinians, [but] a cease fire was called....There has always been a puppet government in Jordan....Many brown British and French were around....Now what we have in the Middle East are the brown puppets of the USA....Puppet governments are blessing what Israel is doing to the Palestinians.”

$ 
SFH said that “There are thousands of Palestinians in prison, thousands of homes being demolished...[but] both the candidates for the Presidency have blessed the wall [he meant the fence built by Israel to discourage suicide bombers from achieving their goals] and blessed what Israel is doing.”

$ 
SFH did not use the term Kamikaze pilots, but he was referring to them when he said that “When the Japanese bombers did it in World War II, it was OK.”   However, Palestinian suicide bombers “are called terrorists.”

$ 
SFH said that “It was Israel behind the US decision to invade Iraq,” and then mentioned several names, one of them being Perl [He might have been thinking of Daniel Perl, a 38 year-old American Jewish reporter who was kidnapped and beheaded in Karachi Pakistan, where he was investigating the case of the shoe bomber, Richard Reid] and another being Donald Rumsfield [who he must mistakenly believe is Jewish].




$ 
SFH said “Every phone in the US is wiretapped” by Israel.  “This is what the Fox News says.”



$ 
SFH said that Israel is not grateful for the support provided it by the U.S. and that there have been many instances of Israel spying on the U.S.

$ 
SFH said: “The U.S. Congress is a subcommittee of the Israel Knesset....The British Parliament is no different than the American Congress.”  When a Member of Parliament supported the Palestinians, “she was kicked out of her post.”

$ 
SFH said that, although the U.S. is supposed to be the land of liberty, “if you are not Anglo-Saxon, right-wing Christian, you are not to have liberty.”

$ 
SFH accused the Jews of “fabricating lies about the Holocaust and the German atrocities against the Jews.”  He said that the Jews were “offered to be shipped to Spain” and given some money to settle there.  He said, “It was the Zionists who helped Hitler to oppress their own brothers,” and stated, “Respected rabbis support this position.”

$ 
SFH said that, as he spoke, “there is a nuclear missile [in Israel] which is pointing to Chicago,” and that this is “what Zionist scholars have said in the media.”

$ 
SFH said, “While Israel is building a wall, in my own humble opinion, they are not so smart.  G-d has earthquakes.  He can crumble this wall in seconds.”  He mentioned several times that G-d was going to punish Israel for its sins.

$ 
SFH characterized Jews as: “thinking they are better than anybody else,” “fabricating lies,” “arrongancy” [sic], and “greed.”  He said, “Today we have seen this arrongancy [sic] going on and on.”

$ 
SFH said that Ariel Sharon, the Prime Minister of Israel, has said many times, “I control America....I own the US Congress.”

$ 
SFH praised the late Sheikh Ahmed Yassin, who was a leader of the terrorist organization Hamas.  When a Jewish member of the audience pointed out that Yassin was a murderer,  SFH replied, “Yassin never killed anybody.  He has been a cripple since the age of 12,” and scoffed at the idea that a cripple could send others to accomplish his ends.

$ 
When Professor Okosun of the Justice Studies Department asked SFH for some suggestions as to how the Jews and the Palestinians could live together in peace, SFH raised his voice and spoke loudly and angrily, but he never addressed the question asked.


The program was advertised as lasting from 6:00 to 7:30 P.M.  It started at 6:15 P.M. and at 7:15 a man walked up to SFH and seemed to advise him to wind up his presentation.  To the credit of the members of the audience, no one applauded.


This document is transcribed from shorthand notes taken at the talk by Associate Professor Elaine C. Koffman, who is the faculty advisor to Northeastern’s Hillel Jewish Students Organization.

