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The History of the Computer

The first tetrapod had 8 fingers on each hand 

350 millions years B.C
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The first evidence of the tally system

30,000 to 20,000 BC








The Invention of the Abacus






1000 to 500 BC
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Aristotle and the Tree of Poetry

383 to 322 BC

Diagrams used to represent logical concepts have been around in one form or another for a very long time. For example, the Greek philosopher and scientist Aristotle (384 BC to 322 BC) was certainly familiar with the idea of using a stylized tree figure to represent the relationships between (and successive sub-divisions of) such things as different species. Diagrams of this type, which are known as the Tree of Porphyry, are often to be found in medieval pictures.
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Ramon Lull's Ars Magna
1274 AD

Lull's idea was that each disk should contain a number of different words or symbols, which could be combined in different ways by rotating the disks. In the case of our somewhat jocular example shown above, we can achieve 4 x 4 x 4 = 64 different sentences along the lines of "I love mice," "You hate cats," and "They eat frogs."
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The “worst” computer bug

1962 A. D

In the case of the "worst" computer bug, there are obviously many contenders, some of which are tragic (they cost lives) and some of which are humorous, such as the 1989 case of the court computer in Paris, France, which targeted over 41,000 traffic offenders and issued them with summons for a variety of crimes, including drug trafficking, extortion, prostitution, and deviant sexual practices.



The 8080 microprocessor
1974 AD

4 January 1974, INTEL introduces the 8080 microprocessor, an improved 8 bit version. This chip has a price tag of "just" 360 U$. The processor contains a Kernel of 75 instructions, the so called micro code. It is ten times as fast as the 8008 with 2Mhz. It addresses a memory of 64.000 bytes. There are 6.000 transistors (3micron) mounted on this chip.
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The First IBM Computer

1981 AD
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Apple MacIntosh SE/30 (7)
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Apple introduces one of its best Mac Intosh products ever: MacIntosh SE /30. A built-in hard drive with 128Kb RAM a 1.4Mb floppy that can read PC disks and is powered with a Motorola 60030 CPU. The machine keeps a good price on the second hand market because it is much in demand with business people     
1990 AD
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In 1990 the World Wide Web is officially born when Tim Berners-Lee of the physics laboratory in Geneva developed the HTML and WWW software for it.
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First Internet service provider: The World. It becomes the first commercial provider of dial-up Internet acces

1993 A.D
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Intel introduces the Pentium chip. (in fact it's Intel's 586) An increase of 200% in power of the processor, as is announced by the manufacturers can not be realized. Tests showed that even a 20% increase is not possible with the standard (386/486 or 64020/30/40) available software. The Pentium is plagued with problems. For example a cooling is mandatory because of problems with over heating. The pentium is the first cpu for micro computers with a kind of parallel processing.   
2000 AD
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Serious Millennium bugs were not reported after the transition to the new millennium. Some date related displays were a hundred years off (see below). But in the whole the major disasters as foretold by some (news) pundits stayed out.
2002 AD
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Dr. Isaac Chuang, research staff member at IBM's Almaden Research Center (San Jose, Calif.), holds a quantum computer -- the glass tube contains special designed molecules.

Quantum computers promised to solve some of the most difficult mathematical problems exponentially faster than a conventional computer
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