Psych. 300P Social Neuroscience

Spring 2009 Capstone Paper Assignment

The following are required to fulfill the NEIU capstone requirement:

1.  Proposal.  Must be approved by 2 reviewers on the NEIU capstone committee, in addition to Dr. Rueckert.  You should expect to turn in at least 2, and probably more, drafts of this proposal to Dr. Rueckert before it is forwarded to the committee.  For more information on what is required in the proposal, go to Psych. Space and click on “capstone”.

2.  Paper.  The final paper must be at least15 pages long (not including the Title, Abstract, Reference pages, or any Tables or Figures).  It must include at least 15 primary references, and be written according to APA style.  You will have to turn in at least 2, and maybe more, drafts of this paper.

The paper must include a Title page, Abstract, Method, Results, Discussion and Reference list.

It must include at least 15 primary references.  A primary reference is one written by the original experimenter, and does not include textbooks, popular newspaper or magazine articles, or Web pages.  Most articles you find with Psych. Info. will be primary references.  You should expect to get some of your articles through Interlibrary Loan, and make sure you factor that into your time frame.  In some rare cases, you may find it impossible to get 15 references (e.g. if your topic is a relatively rare neuropsychological disorder).  In this case, you can see me and I may give you permission to have fewer than 15 references.

All citations must be to the original source.  Secondary citations are now allowed in capstone papers.

3.  Oral presentation.  Everyone will be required to give a short oral presentation of their paper.  Information on this will be given later.

Choosing a topic
Most of the capstone projects will be empirical research studies on one of the topics listed below.  This means that your proposal will have to include an IRB application.  Once the proposal is accepted, you will collect data and analyze it before writing your final paper.  The topics below have been chosen because they involve something that has not been done before (a requirement for capstones) and because they will be relatively easy to do given the time frame and resources that are available.  If you really want to do a different topic you should discuss it with Dr. Rueckert to determine if it is feasible.

Correlation between brain asymmetry, as measured by the free-vision chimeric faces test (available online), and empathy or other aspects of social behavior.

Gender differences in empathy.

Is there a relationship between field dependence and empathy?  (Field dependence is the tendency to be influenced by the context or environment).

Is there are relationship between brain asymmetry and field dependence?

Scoring of the paper.  The paper will be scored according to the Psychology Department Capstone scoring criteria (notice the different weight given to different aspects).  For more details, see “Social Neuroscience scoring criteria” handout on the web.  

The oral presentation will be scored according to a separate rubric that will be made available later.

