Chicago Rocks!  Geology in the City
ESCI 109

TEAM PROJECT: OVERVIEW
You and your team will investigate the geological aspects of a specific area in Chicagoland and complete a team project/poster presentation on the geology of that area.   As a team, you will do the following:

1) Research your assigned area.  Use maps, documents, and library resources to learn about the area before you visit it.
2) Take a team field trip.  The team will visit the study area as a group to take photos and collect information.  Evidence of team field trip(s) to the study area is required.
3) Produce a poster display depicting geology of the area.  The poster should consist mainly of visual elements (e.g. photos, maps, drawings), but it should incorporate enough text information/description to explain significance of the visual elements.  Refer to details in the grading rubric to ensure that your poster meets the project requirements—use the rubric as your “check list”!
Required elements for the poster (The Bare Minimum):
· a general map of the region, with the specific location of your area indicated;

· a more detailed map of your specific assigned area;

· photos of the area highlighting significant geologic features;

· surficial geology of the area, including type of materials, description, and their geologic origin;

· bedrock geology of the area, including depth to bedrock, age and type of material;

· significant topographic features in the area, with a description of their significance; and

· water features in the area (surface water and ground water as appropriate).
· Additional visual/text information may be appropriate for your specific area!
Timeline:  A separate timeline for stages of the project, leading up to the final poster due date, will appear on the course webpage.  The team as a whole is responsible for meeting all deadlines!   Be sure you have a plan—and a backup plan!—for completing and turning in each required stage of the project; each component will count as an assignment grade.
Evaluation:  Each part of the work will earn a single, team grade according to the grading rubric (see the homework web page).  Adjustments to individual grades may be made by the instructor based on participation and team citizenship.  Expectations for team citizenship are included in the team contract you will sign; a rubric for team citizenship is also supplied separately (both documents available on the homework web page).

Team Assignment #1.  Send me an email that….
1)  clearly shows that you sent a copy (in the cc: line) to all team members
2)  lists your assigned study area in the subject line of the message.

3)  in the body of the message, lists the following:

a. Team name: Together, decide on a team name.  Make it fun!  Use this as a team-building opportunity!
b. Each team member’s name and the best way to contact each one, with full info.
c. The topographic quadrangles that cover the assigned study area.
