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I. Course Information
A. Describe the course for which you are planning to design prevention curriculum.

Educational Leadership and Development/Educational Foundations 306 (ELAD EDFN 306)  Educational and Individual Differences  (Fall 2004)
This introductory course introduces students interested in entering the teaching profession about the principles and individual differences in human development.  This course is designed to have the learner consider individual differences of human development as factors in creating effective learning environments. Emphasis is on: 1) understanding children and adolescents as individuals with differing abilities, aptitudes, interests, emotional responses, and accomplishments as the result of genetic, maturational, and environmental factors (special attention given to students covered under Public Law 94-142); 2) developing observational skills for assessing cultural, personal and communal differences in students; and 3) applying knowledge of development and individual differences to classroom practice.

B. Why have you selected this course?

This is an introductory course available to students who are considering entering the teaching profession and is a prerequisite for admission into the College of Education.  This course has been selected because in addition to learning about the theories of development and learning, it introduces students to personal, familial, cultural and societal issues that impact student development, attitudes, behaviors and learning.  It is designed to introduce students to the multiple interpersonal and professional demands that will be placed upon them as educators.  The College of Education’s conceptual framework is built into this course as students are encouraged to reflect on the events in their lives that have impacted their development, and the ways in which they are unique. This reflection and learning will then be supported by the theoretical concepts learned in class.  It is hoped that this insight will make future educators more aware of the unseen factors which may guide their own and their future students’ attitudes and behaviors.  
C. Where would the prevention material fit into the course?

There are six (6) areas where the prevention material will be infused.  These include the following.
1.  Reflection Paper.  This assignment directs students to construct a timeline of their lives that lists “Positive Events” and “Challenging Events.”   These events include students’: first memory; the first time they remember feeling different or unique; the happiest time in their lives; their most memorable good school experience; their most memorable challenging or negative school experience (this memory often refers to a time when they were socially ostracized, bullied or excluded); and their favorite teacher.  In the analysis section they will be asked to summarize these experiences by reflecting on their own development and commenting on how these may impact them as educators.  
2.  Student Interview Paper.  306 students are to conduct an interview with a kindergarten through high school student.  The interview protocol will be grouped into five categories:  1) Personal (describe self, family, neighborhood); 2) Friendships (describe close friends, similarities and differences, activities); 3) Schooling (describe school ethos, favorite and least favorite subject and teacher, behavior of peers); 4) Social (describe favorite activities, hero, extracurriculars); and 5)  Real Life Issues (describe whether bullying exists, how this makes the student feel, whether they can affect or prevent it, whether they would intervene when others are being bullied, if they feel they can turn to anyone for help). 
3.  Observation Paper.  The paper will consist of two parts:  1) the reporting of the community and school, the classroom, the guiding research question and the data collection form; and 2) the reporting of the class lesson, the specific student behaviors, the theoretical evaluation of these behaviors, and the implications for 306 students’ own future teaching.  Particular attention will be given to the community’s and school’s demographic differences.  (Please see VI. B.)  Students will also be instructed to conduct an interview with the participating teacher regarding his/her role in preventing violence among the students.  For example, the teacher will be asked to describe his/her classroom discipline style, how he/she responds to students ostracizing other; the resources and information his/her school provides regarding violence prevention, etc.
4.  Case Studies.  Occasionally, students will be placed in groups to discuss Case Studies and answer questions that link the reading of the day, the theory discussed in class and a real life event.  The following is an example of a scenario and guiding questions.

Scenario:  An elementary school student is being bullied by her/his peers.  Her/His peers do not 
refer to her/him by name, and always make fun of the student.  They do not treat the student as a 
peer and laugh as she/he walks down the hall.  The student often avoids playing with others at 
recess preferring to help the teacher clean the classroom instead.  The teacher notices that the 
student’s eyes fill with tears when recess is finished and the other students return to class.  

Directive: Define what you believe the teacher’s, parent’s and peer’s roles should be in addressing 
this situation.  Describe how you would use the social cognitive approach to help the bullied 
student.  Describe how you would structure play (describe which types from the book) to help this 
child and her peers. Describe the conversations that you as a teacher would have with the student, 
his/her peers and parents, your fellow teachers, the principal.  Focus the discussions on the 
problem of bullying in your school and what you will do to stop it. 
5.  Reading of the “Real Life Issue Prevention Curriculum.”
6.  Group Presentations. After the reading of the “Real Life Issue Prevention Curriculum,” a guest speaker from the Illinois Violence Prevention Authority, along with the professor, will lead a guided lecture that places multiple forms of violence (real life issues) on a continuum and highlights primary prevention.  Students will then be grouped by topic/issue of interest and will be allowed time to research this issue.  Groups will be instructed to present a Power Point presentation on their topic that includes the real life issue’s definition, contributing factors, perpetrators, target’s or victim’s response, interventions, prevention techniques, community and school resources, teacher’s response and action, and teacher, parental and student responsibility in prevention.
D.  How will you incorporate the booklet on “Real Life Issue Prevention Curriculum” into
       your instruction?
The booklet will be posted on our course’s Blackboard site.  Students will be assigned this as reading material and will be responsible for printing and reading this material.  Having an electronic version available to students will allow them to download the booklet and keep it handy for future use.  The booklet will serve as the basis for introducing violence and its prevention through class discussion.  Through discussion, the professor will lead the class into creating a continuum of violence which will include, but not be limited to community, family, personal, and peer violence.  Small groups will then be formed.  Their mission will be to research a form of violence that they chose from the list the class generated, and then to present this topic to the class.  As a part of the presentation, we will ensure that each group includes the theories that we have learned in class.  These presentations will be posted on our course’s Blackboard site for all students to have access and to use as a reference.

II. Prevention Strategies and Rationale

A.
How will you acquaint future teachers with each of the major prevention strategies presented 

in the training workshop?

1. 
At the community level:
Students will be involved on the community level by identifying resources available for them to gain information regarding the prevention of real life issues.  They will identify resources and research available to them on the web, in daily newspaper stories, and in community agencies.  Since this is an election year, they will also be asked to research the candidates’ views about the services available to address real life issues.  Also, as a part of their Observation Paper, they will be required to offer ten hours of service to the school in which they observed.  This service time will be used helping students and the teacher.  
2.
At the level of social interaction:
By interviewing the teacher whose classroom they will be observing for their Observation Paper, students will identify what prevention strategies teachers and schools use to promote pro-social norms (e.g. participation in student courts or peer mediation, etc). They will also note how television and the media attempts to promote misperceptions and to  correct misperceptions of norms (e.g. pubic service announcements, documentaries, exaggerations of use of alcohol and other drugs by peers, the extent of violence among peers, or the incidence of sex among peers, etc).  
3. At the individual level:
Students will present research to the class that corrects misperceptions of personal risk (underestimates) of harm from use of alcohol and other drugs, participation in violence, bullying or social ostracism, or engagement in at-risk sexual behaviors.  Through Case Studies students will offer how they would address the prevention of violence by considering how they as teachers and individuals would respond to real life issues thus increasing their own life skills (e.g. to reject peer pressure to use alcohol/drugs, learning to defuse/withdraw from potential violence, learning to deflect/oppose bullying and social ostracism or learning to negotiate safe practices in sexual and other relationships).

B.
How are future teachers taught to make use of these research based prevention strategies as 

they are prepared to integrate prevention into their own teaching?
Since this is an introductory individual differences course, students are made aware of various human development theories and their applications.  Foremost in this learning process is the acknowledgement that the students themselves at some point may have been targets, victims, and or perpetrators of various violent acts.  Through the understanding of theories of development, the students will be encouraged to understand how this may have impacted their development, attitudes, behaviors, and achievement.  After this identification, they will share which resources they feel could have intervened to help during this time.  Particular attention will be given to how the school, teachers, and peers could have helped.  These ideas will be shared with the class through class discussion to show our future teachers that they can have an impact upon students’ lives beyond academics.  They will learn how to identify real life issues that may be occurring among their future students, how to use the school and its resources, and how to encourage pro-social behaviors among their students.  
III. Teachers as Leaders
Student teachers need to be aware of the power of their positions as leaders and role models and the influence they can exert upon their students.

A.  What methods will you utilize to reinforce the powerful impact that student teachers have  

     upon their students?

The primary method used to reinforce the powerful impact that teachers have upon their students will be the Reflections Paper.  During the Reflections Paper, each student is directed to consider their past and the impact various life events have had upon their personal, academic and professional choices.  The Reflections Paper will stress the importance of teachers’ intervention during milestone moments.  When students are instructed to comment about the most positive and most challenging live events, they will also be asked to comment on what role a teacher did play or could have played to help mediate this challenging period.  Students will also be instructed to comment on their favorite teacher’s personal and instructional characteristics and what they wished they could change in their least favorite teacher as an attempt to identify admirable teaching styles and techniques.  
B. What objections do you anticipate student teachers will have regarding presenting prevention 

     material to their classes? How will you address these objections?
During past class discussions about real life issues, students have expressed real concern about what they as individuals can do to reach students and to address these issues.  Most students express that they have chosen the teaching profession to have a positive impact on students’ learning and social development.  Therefore, I do not anticipate that there will be any objection from my students with presenting prevention materials and modules in class.  On the contrary, I expect that they will welcome this information as a useful tool.
C. How will you promote the linkage between leadership and prevention training to your student 

     teachers?
The linkage between leadership and prevention will be promoted in two ways.  First during the Observation Paper, students will interview a teacher about his/her leadership style.  Specific questions will be asked about how the teacher addresses bullying and social ostracism that he/she sees among the students.  This will provide a more personal view of how teachers address these issues.  Later in the interview, the student will also ask about school’s/district’s resources (in-services, other teachers, counselors, policy, etc.) available to the teacher to help in addressing these real life issues.  This will allow the student to understand that while teachers have a responsibility to address these issues, they also have institutional support available to help them.  
D. How will you prepare your student teachers to provide a learning climate that is conducive to 

     prevention training? How will you explain the differences between transactional and 

     transformational leadership?
During our class discussion about families and parenting styles, the differences between transactional and transformational leadership while be introduced.  As we learn about Baumbrind’s theories of parenting styles and learn that they can also be used to describe teaching styles, transactional and transformational leadership as they apply to teaching will be introduced.  I will ask students to remember their favorite and least favorite teacher and consider their teaching and leadership style.  I will also ask them to remember the most challenging time in their lives and ask them to write a paragraph in class about how a teacher did or could have responded to assist them.  I will then distribute a case study that will guide students apply these learning styles.  
IV. Learning Objectives

      Indicate here what your students are expected to learn from the prevention curriculum.  

      Include any changes in attitude, knowledge or skill that you anticipate.

It is my hope that my students will:
1. become aware that there are multiple forms of violence that pervades each of our lives daily;
2. that we must keep current in student culture by creating an environment that allows teachers and encourages students to share their lives and concerns;

3. understand that we do not and cannot remain silent and immobile when we see injustices and violence occurring;

4. arm ourselves with current information through research and know where to begin looking for this information;
5. understand that they as students and teachers are not alone in addressing real life issues and that they must refer to the resources available to them such as fellow teachers, counselors, administrators, community advocacy groups, parents, etc.;
6. know that acting in some positive way is better than ignoring the occurrence of real life issues and violence;
7. acknowledge that addressing violence may not be the popular thing to do, but as we mature in our professional life, me must take the initiative; 

8. understand that as teachers, students will see them as leaders and expect them to intervene on their behalf; and
9. know that prevention is a choice that needs to taken.  
V. Learner Characteristics 
      The composition of your class has a significant impact on your curriculum design.

      How are you encouraging your student teachers to consider realities such as student learning 
      styles, disabilities or special education needs, class size, and the learning environment as they 
      prepare prevention curriculum?
Approximately twenty-five students will be in each class that the prevention curriculum will be infused.  In order to ensure maximum student learning, multiple instructional methods will be used.  For example, students will be asked to write about their past in a Reflections Paper, they will work collaboratively in groups researching and presenting real life issues, they will understand how teachers address student concerns by conducting an interview with a teacher, and lastly, they will determine what current concerns students have by asking them during an interview.  These will all be supported by the case studies that have the 306 students apply the various developmental and individual differences theories learned in class.  
VI. Cultural Competence
The diversity of your students has a significant impact on your curriculum design.
A.  How are you encouraging your students to consider realities such as the learners' race and 

      ethnicity, gender, sexual identity, and socio-economic status as they prepare prevention 
      curriculum?
As EDFN 306 is an introduction to individual differences course, infused throughout the entire course is the fact that there are differences among people.  As we discuss educational research, we highlight the various demographic variables (race/ethnicity, gender, sexual identity, family composition, socio-economic status, parental education, income level, etc.) that appear among students and their communities.  We will discuss how demographics affect the behavior and attitudes of people as we discuss how these permeate into the community’s and school’s culture.  In addition to these topics being discussed throughout the course, four entire day’s instruction will be devoted to acknowledging and understanding cultural differences.  
B.  How are you preparing your students to gain knowledge of the real life issues in the 

      communities where they will teach, including knowledge of organizations and institutions  

      addressing these real life issues? How will you encourage teachers in training to utilize local 
      organizations and institutions to promote student learning or to refer students at risk?
As a component of the Observation Paper, students are guided to understand the school and the surrounding community in which they will be observing.  I will ask for detailed information that describes the community and its demographics.  (This includes racial/ethnic ratio, average income, average education level and a description of the actual community including types of housing, services, etc.)  In order to understand the school, students will detail the following school characteristics:  1)  total enrollment; 2) attendance rate; 3) mobility rate; 4) chronic truancy rate; 5) dropout rate; 6) limited-English proficiency rate; 7) low-income rate; 8) all ethnic/racial percentages; 9) pupil-teacher ratio; and 10) total number of teachers.  (All this information can be found on the Illinois State Board of Education’s School Report Card website.) Students will also be asked to identify local social service agencies and school resources that can be available for assistance and referral.   
VII. Instructional Strategies /Activities
A.  Describe the instructional activities that will comprise the curriculum preparing future  

      teachers to integrate prevention into their classes. Be as specific as you can about 
      assignments, reading, papers, simulations, case studies, role plays, debates, discussion topics,  

      small group activities, etc.

Please see I.C.
B.  How will the specific activities help you meet your Learning Objectives? How do these  

      activities address issues of Learner Characteristics and Cultural Competence?
Each activity is varied and uses multiple learning methodologies (group work, interviews, school service, analyzing and writing papers, use of technology, etc.).  Real life issues will be presented as daily and realistic concerns that affect each one of us personally.  These will provide authentic based learning activities that will allow the student to apply these directly to their lives and their future teaching.  
C.  How do you plan to encourage active student participation in the learning process? How are
      future teachers encouraged to incorporate active student participation in the prevention 
      curriculum that they develop (if applicable)?

Please see above answer (VI. B.).
D.   Are there additional resources (e.g. films, other media) you need to include as part of your                                                                         

       instructional strategy?

Students will be asked to present using Power Point technology.  A guest speaker will be invited to class and I will consider showing a film on how teachers can address real life issues among their students.  
VIII. Evaluation

The NDCI has developed a Pre/Post Test to help measure the impact of the real life issue prevention curriculum on students in your classes.  In addition, some classes will be observed by members of the NDCI evaluation team.  A Faculty Questionnaire is also available for you to complete. There are also many other forms of evaluation suitable for the prevention curriculum that you are designing such as evaluative questions, discussion with students, evaluative essays, and group discussions.

A. What forms of evaluation would be suitable for the curriculum that you are designing?

B. How will you know if you are having the intended impact on your student teachers?
As each activity (Reflections Paper, Interview Paper, Group Presentation, and Observation Paper)  is performance based, each will have a rubric that will guide the grading and evaluation of student learning.  There will also be impromptu classroom assessment that will ask students to comment on the usefulness of class content, reading material, presentations, case studies and discussion.
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