SUMMARIZING A STORY OR NOVEL

1. Start reading. When you come to a break in the action, STOP. Draw a TIMELINE and fill in ACTION ONLY.

They did this               They went there              She talked about this 
-------------|---------------------|---------------------------| -----------------|
( break )


2. Start reading again. When you come to a break, STOP AGAIN. 
Draw another TIMELINE and fill in ACTION ONLY.

He told her this       A riot started in the town       He and she escaped
-----------------|--------------------|---------------------------------------| 
When finished reading, REWRITE ACTION from TOTAL TIMELINES into short ONE PARAGRAPH. That is your SUMMARY.

Remember: A C T I O N   O N L Y  !
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
Rules of the road to a GOOD NARRATIVE  (STORY) SUMMARY   
 
P L E A S E:

-  ACTION ONLY, not DETAIL !   Know the difference.

- ACTION IN ORDER --- start at beginning, finish with the end.
 
- GOOD summaries are SHORT !  Sometimes 1/2 of ONE PAGE.
 
- NO OPINION in summary. Your opinion is not in the story.  
- Do not REWRITE CONVERSATIONS using  "quotes”.
   Represent conversation by stating that: They talked about______.













