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Minutes of the Faculty Council on Academic Affairs
April 19, 2007

Present: Barbara Bales, Lawrence Berlin, Bradley Greenburg, Harry Hild, Effie
Kritikos, Emmanuel Nyadroh, Steve Riess, Allen Shub, Brett Stockdill,
Joaquin Villegas

Absent: Vicki Byard, Lidia Filus, Ana Gil-Garcia,

Ex-Officio: Provost Lawrence Frank

Chair Hild called the meeting to order at 1:45 P.M.

1. Approval of Minutes of April 5, 2007
The approval of the minutes was postponed.

2. Report from the Chair

Hild discussed a memo he intends sent to the department chairs and faculty about the
writing-intensive course requirement for graduation to be put in place in Fall, 2008.

Report from the Provost

Next Wednesday is lobby day, when the needs of higher education can be brought to
the attention of state legislators. This year will be the first year the University will
participate in a systematic way. Representatives from all aspects of the University
will attend.

The education building is written into the Governor’s budget for the first time.
. Report from the Curriculum Committee

Bales reported that the following curricular proposals have been published with a
challenge period ending April 30, 2007:

CMT MDIA 165 — Broadcasting and New Media (course title change)
CMT MDIA 362 — Video Production Workshop (new course)

CMT MDIA 364 — Writing for Media (new course)

CMT MDIA 364A — Writing for Media: Sitcom (new course)

CMT MDIA 377 — Gender and Media (new course)

ZHON 191 - Honors Introduction to the Arts (new course)

ENGL 483 — Postcolonial Literature (new course)
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Kim Sanborn made the changes required by this committee for NEIU 303, Preparing
for Graduate Study (the McNair Scholars Program course).

There was a discussion about the apparent delay in FCAA course approval and the
delay in entering them into the master course list.

5. New Business — Review of the FY 2009-2014 Priorities Statements
The Provost distributed a handout, “Review of the FY 2009-14 Priorities Statements.”
He pointed out that under Goal 1 strategy 1.7, “Evaluate the first year experience”
brings a change in emphasis from previous years as does strategy 1.4, “Improve the
strategic use of financial aid and scholarship funds for the recruitment and retention
of students.
Strategy 1.2, “Increase diverse graduate enrollments and rate of degree completion
and increase the number of new graduate students in selected programs ...” does not
include the College of Education. The plans for growth are focused.
Teacher training that involves the College of Arts and Sciences was also discussed.

6. Adjournment

Berlin (Nyadroh 2" moved for adjournment.

Respectfully submitted,

Effie Kritikos
Secretary






Minutes of the Faculty Council on Academic Affairs
April 5, 2007

Present: Barbara Bales, Lawrence Berlin, Vicki Byard, Lidia Filus, Harry Hild, Effie
Kritikos, Emmanuel Nyadroh, Steve Riess, Allen Shub, Joaquin Villegas

Absent: Ana Gil-Garcia, Bradley Greenburg, Brett Stockdill
Ex-Officio: Provost Lawrence Frank

Guests: Audrey Reynolds, Kimberly Sanborn
Chair Hild called the meeting to order.

1. Approval of Minutes

Byard (Bales 2") moved to approve the minutes of March 8, 2007. The motion was
approved.

2. Report from the Provost

Provost Frank discussed the elimination the reading portion of the English
competency exam beginning with the new academic year. The change is supported
by the coordinator of Reading Development, Linda Chenault, and the Dean of
Academic Development, Murrell Duster. Provost Frank also endorses it. Bales
(Berlin 2"%) moved that FCAA recommend the elimination of the reading potion of
the ECE exam to be put into place at the discretion of the Provost. The motion was
approved unanimously.

Provost Frank informed FCAA that President Hahs has been busy with the University
Statement of Values with the MELD group. The second draft is online and comments
are encouraged.

Hild added that the revised priorities for 2009-2013 are available. Members should
send responses, especially since the University Budget Council will look at the
comments.





3. Report from the Curriculum Committee

Bales reported that the Curriculum Committee moved for approval of the following
courses:

e BIO 100 - Introduction to Biology (course number change and catalog
description change)

e BIO 104 - The Changing Natural Environment (course number change)

e MATH 165 - Finite Mathematics (credit hour change)

e TED-MLED 301 - Curriculum and Instruction in the Middle School (new
program and new course)

The FCAA members approved all motions.

4. Special Guests — Audrey Reynolds
Kim Sanborn

Audrey Reynolds spoke about the Writing Intensive Task Force. She stated that
there has been more communication within the College of Arts and Sciences about
the proposed requirement of advanced writing courses. Reynolds met with the
College of Arts and Sciences Academic Affairs Committee, the dean of the College
of Business and Management, and will meet with the dean of the College of
Education this afternoon.

Two general issues have come up in trying to organize this (1) trying to make the
requirement faculty-friendly, and (2) trying to make the requirement student-friendly.
The faculty’s fear is that we have a lot of ESL students. They are nervous about
including writing instruction within their courses. There has to be a faculty advisory
body. Reynolds suggested that the current task force become the advisory group for
starters because they have been working well together. Furthermore, she
recommends that a coordinator work with the department and faculty to provide
resources.

The second faculty-friendly effort is the choice of whether to create new courses or
adapt old courses to the new requirement. If any department cannot make
arrangements for this, they can work with another department.

The students will be notified of the new requirement by a general statement in the
catalogue advising them to go to their departments for specifics. The Board of
Governors and the University Without Walls have been notified about the
requirement. The University must also consider support services involving the
Writing Lab, the Learning Center, literacy courses, and the Reading Lab.
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Another issue is the English Placement Test. The writing prompt needs to be
changed, and we get irregular results with the present test. More freshmen are judged
to need remedial reading than writing. If the English Competency Exam is phased
out, a lot more data gathering will be necessary to see what happens to students as
they advance towards their degree.

Discussion also took place regarding the English Placement Exam.

Kim Sanborn is the director for the McNair Scholars Program. She described the
program.

Bales (Nyadroh 2"®) moved for approval of NEIU 303, Preparing for Graduate Study,
pending the change in the statement of the grade policy in the syllabus and for
McNair courses to retain their NEIU prefix. The motion was approved unanimously.
Hild noted that Kim Sanborn has only to go to the FCAA with curriculum changes or
proposals since the McNair Scholars Program is outside the colleges.

5. Adjournment

Bales (Nyadroh 2"®) moved for adjournment.

Respectfully submitted

Effie Kritikos
Secretary
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FACULTY COUNCIL ON ACADEMIC AFFAIRS
February 15, 2007
Room SU-216

1:40 P.M.

AGENDA
Approval of Minutes of February 1, 2007
New General Education Course Process — Edmund Hansen

Bonnie Chauncey

Report from the Chair
Report from the Curriculum Committee
Report from the Provost

New Business

Adjournment





Minutes of the Faculty Council on Academic Affairs
February 15, 2007

Present: Lawrence Berlin, Vicki Byard, Lidia Filus, Ana Gil-Garcia, Bradley
Greenburg, Harry Hild, Emmanuel Nyadroh, Steve Riess, Allen Shub, Brett
Stockdill, Joaquin Villegas

Absent: Barbara Bales, Effie Kritikos
Ex-Officio: Provost Lawrence Frank

Guests: Bonnie Chauncey, Edmund Hansen
Chair Hild called the meeting to order at 1:40 P.M.

1. Approval of Minutes of January 25, 2007
The approval of minutes was tabled.
2. Report from the Chair

Chair Hild asked FCAA members to print a copy of the minutes and the agenda of the
previous meeting, and bring them to the meeting. At the present time we do not have
the staff support of Denise Wilson.

Hild provided the final list of members for the writing task force. They are

Audrey Reynolds, Convener

Hamid Akbari, Management and Marketing

Katrina Bell-Jordan, Communications, Media & Theatre
Vicki Byard, English

Angeles Eames, Assessment and Institutional Studies
Bradley Greenburg, English

Kate Hahn, Center for Teaching and Learning

Harry Hild, Communication, Media & Theatre

John Kasmer, Biology

Effie Kritikos, Special Education

Christine Larsen, English Language Program
Emmanuiel Nyadroh, Accounting, Business Law, Finance
Steven Riess, History

David Rutschman, College of Arts and Sciences

Sudha Srinivas, Physics

Joaquin Villegas, Teacher Education





3. New Business

Bonnie Chauncey and Edmund Hansen presented to FCAA, for information
purposes, the General Education Proposal Guidelines for new courses. Included
in the guidelines are

Rationale for Learning Outcomes

A reasonable number of outcomes to address

Use of a rubric to connect outcomes with student assessment
One sample of assignment/artifact that measures the outcomes
A copy of the syllabus.

Greenburg noted that the proposed guidelines are prescribing elements that need
to be submitted with the proposal, such as a rubric for the assessment of student
work. Each faculty member individualizes his or her own course. There is a need
to simplify the process.

4. Adjournment

The meeting adjourned at 2:55 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Effie Kritikos
Secretary






Faculty Council on Academic Affairs
January 22, 2007

SPECIAL MEETING WITH NORTH CENTRAL ACCREDITATION TEAM

Present: Barbara Bales, Lawrence Berlin,Vicki Byard, Harry Hild, Effie Kritikos,
Emmanuel Nyadroh, Allen Shub, Brett Stockdill, JoaquinVillegas

Absent: Ana Gil-Garcia, Bradley Greenburg, Steve Riess
Ex-Officio: Provost Lawrence Frank, Janice Harring-Hendon
Guests: North Central Accreditation Team:

Johan Roka, David Sammeth, Juan Suh

Chair Shub called the meeting to order at 1:35 P.M.

The entire meeting was dedicated to the FCAA members meeting with the North Central
Association Accreditation team. Each team member asked questions to clarify written
material that had been submitted by the University. Lengthy discussions and
explanations took place.

The meeting adjourned at 3:00 P.M.






FACULTY COUNCIL ON ACADEMIC AFFAIRS
January 25, 2007
Room SU-216
1:40 P.M.

AGENDA

. Approval of Minutes of

e December 7, 2006
e December 14, 2006

Report from the Chair

Report from the Curriculum Committee

Report from the Provost

Report from Janice Harring-Hendon

New Business

Adjournment





Minutes of the Faculty Council on Academic Affairs
January 25, 2007

Present: Vicki Byard, Lidia Filus,Ana Gil-Garcia, Bradley Greenburg, Harry Hild,
Effie Kritikos, Emmanuel Nyadroh, Steve Riess, Allen Shub, Brett Stockdill,
Joaquin Villegas

Absent: Barbara Bales, Lawrence Berlin

Ex-Officio: Provost Lawrence Frank, Janice Harring-Hendon
Chair Shub called the meeting to order at 1:50 P.M.

1. Approval of Minutes

Greenburg (Villegas 2™ moved to approve the minutes of December 7, 2006.
Motion approved.

Villegas (Greenburg 2") moved to approve the minutes of December 14, 2006 with
revisions. Motion approved.

2. Report from the Chair

Hild thanked members of FCAA for attending the meeting with the accreditation
team. He noted the meeting went well. Villegas thanked Hild for his contribution to
the meeting. In addition, Hild noted that a Task Force for Writing would be
established to carry out the monitoring of that plan.

3. Report from the Provost

The Provost reported that North Central gave NEIU tentative feedback from the visit.
NEIU is accredited for 10 years. Positive discussion was connected to the mission,
satellite sites, and research communities. He thanked the committee members for
participating in a discussion with the accreditation team.

4. Report from the Curriculum Committee

Greenburg noted that a meeting was held to discuss the challenge to CMT COM 329.
Both departments related to the challenge and members of the curriculum committee
were present and resolved issues. Greenburg proposed passing CMT COM 329 with
some changes. Motion was passed unanimously.
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In addition, ZHON will remain. Herring-Hendon added that issues were
discussed further, and it was decided that ZHON would remain.

5. New Business

Herring-Hendon distributed information regarding CARS courses with banner
course identifier recommendations. She announced that in one year a first test of
on-line service will take place. A second test will follow in February. In March
we will “go live.” At the end of summer session grades will be on-line. A printed
schedule of classes will still be available. Nyadroh (Stockdill 2") moved to
approve building the catalogue for summer. Motion passed unanimously.

Hild noted that he wanted to establish a task force to implement what was passed
regarding writing intensive courses. Names for the task force include Audrey
Reynolds (professor emerita), Hamid Akbari, Katrina Bell-Jordan, Vicki Byard,
Bradley Greenburg, Emmanuel Nyadroh, Steven Reiss and Joaquin Villegas. Ex
officio: David Rutschman, Angeles Eames, Kate Hahn, and Chris Larson. A
faculty member from the Science Department will be named later.

Greenburg noted that perhaps a representative of FCAA could go to the Dean’s
Council to discuss writing intensive courses. The Provost added that a chairs
meeting was another option. Nyadroh (Villegas 2™ moved that Hild send a
memo to each department chair indicating that FCAA is considering a writing
requirement and implementation by the council. Motion approved unanimously.

6. Adjournment
Villegas (Shub 2" moved for adjournment at 2:50 P.M.
Respectfully submitted,

Effie Kritikos
Secretary





Denise’s Notes
FCAA - 1-25-07

Chair called meeting to order at 1:50 PM. The minutes of December 7 were approved,;
the minutes of December 14™ were approved as corrected.

Chair Hild spoke about implementation of the report of the Language Skills Assessment
Task Force — Strengthening Student Writing at NEIU: History and A Plan for Action.






Minutes (approved April 5, 2007)
FACULTY COUNCIL ON ACADEMIC AFFAIRS

March 8, 2007

Room SU-003
1:40 P.M.

Present: B. Bales, V. Byard., A. Gil-Garcia, B. Greenburg, H. Hild, E. Kritikos, E.
Nyadroh, S. Riess, A. Shub, B. Stockdill, J. Villegas, J. Harring-Hendon, and Provost
Frank, L. Davis, K. Over, Vicky Roman-Lagunas

Absent: L. Berlin, J. Villegas, L. Filus

1. Approval of Minutes
Stockdill (Greenburg 2") moved to approve the Minutes of January 25, 2007.
Motion approved.
Greenburg (Stockdill 2") moved to approve the Minutes of February 15, 2007.
Motion approved.

2. Report from the Chair
Hild noted that he had received a letter from a faculty member regarding a student
removed from one class and assigned to another class. Provost Frank suggested
referring the issue to Dean Forhan.

3. Report from the Provost
The Provost reported that University Day will take place on March 15" during the
afternoon. President Hahs will be there to meet faculty members and students.
Furthermore, a discussion regarding institutional values will be initiated as the
beginning of strategic planning. Hild added that the FCAA meeting scheduled for
the 15™ would be cancelled due to University Day.
Provost Frank added that during the next FCAA meeting a discussion item will
include the reading section of the English Competency Exam. Online courses
will also be an agenda item for the next meeting.

4. Report from the Curriculum Committee
Bales moved to approve CHEM 360, CHEM 361, SWK 320, ZHON 194 and
ENGL 410 without any changes. Furthermore, Bales moved to approve ENGL
383 with changes to catalog description, course description and goals. In
addition, Bales moved to approve course title changes for PHYS 206, PHYS 207,
PHYS 336, and PHY'S 338. Bales moved to approve ELAD 436 for course
number change and title change. Also, Bales moved to approve prerequisite





changes for ENGL 300 level course to include Consent of Instructor. Bales
moved to approve LING Minor with Program Modification, ENGL-Graduate
Program with Program Modification and Program Admission Requirements and
ANTH-Major Program Modification. All motions were passed.

Bales moved to table BIOL 100 and BIOL 104 due to additional signatures
required on original transmittal form. That motion was passed.

5. New Business

Davis, Over and Roman-Lagunas discussed Honors courses at Tier 1 and 2. They
noted that they would include two elective Honors courses at Tier 2, which could
consist of “adapted courses.” Tier 1 would not consist of “adapted courses.” An
Honors Thesis would include meetings throughout the semester. The students
would be considered “Honors Student” at Tier 1 and “Honors Scholar” on
Diploma and Transcript at Tier 2. Standards for the Honors Program include
criteria that need to be addressed. Furthermore, writing intensive courses are
included in the program. Only Honors students in the cohort would be able to
take the Honors courses.

FCAA members noted that the program was well thought out and detailed. Bales
(Shub) moved that FCAA accept the report. Motion passed.

Harring-Hendon noted that the catalogue conversion process was underway.
They plan to build pre-requisites before September. She noted the importance of
pre-requisites being accurate and complete in order for mock registration to take
place.

6. Adjournment
Bales (Nyadroh) moved for adjournment at 2:50.
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FACULTY COUNCIL ON ACADEMIC AFFAIRS
May17, 2007

Room SU-216

1:40 P.M.

AGENDA

Approval of Minutes May 3, 2007

Report from the Chair

Report from the Provost

Report from the Curriculum Committee
4a) TED/ELED 335; Math 109; Sociology Major: challenge period ends 5/11/07
4b) Ling 471, 442; CMT MDIA 410, 361; Hist 480, 471; MA Math for
Elementary School Teachers: change period ends 5/14/07
4c) Bio 400 graduate level courses, course number change: challenge period ends
5/20/07

New Business

Adjournment





Minutes of the Faculty Council on Academic Affairs
May 17, 2007

Present: Lawrence Berlin, Vicki Byard, Lidia Filus, Ana Gil-Garcia, Bradley
Greenburg, Harry Hild, Effie Kritikos, Steve Riess, Joaquin Villegas

Absent: Barbara Bales, Emmanuel Nyadroh, Allen Shub, Brett Stockdill
Ex-Officio: Provost Lawrence Frank

Guest: Audrey Reynolds
Chair Hild called the meeting to order at 1:40 P.M

1. Approval of Minutes of May 3, 2007

Villegas moved (Berlin 2") to approve minutes pending correction. The motion was
approved.

2. Report from the Provost

President Hahs intends to move the date of graduation to the Saturday immediately
after exam week starting next semester. Villegas (Berlin 2™ moved to support the
proposal. The motion was approved.

3. Report from the Curriculum Committee
Greenburg moved to approve the following curricular proposals:

Biology Graduate Program (graduate level course number changes)

CMT MDIA 361 — Digital Video Editing

CMT MDIA 410 — Independent Study in Media

HIST 471 — Seminar in African History

HIST 480 — Readings in History

LING 442 - Using Technology with Second Language Learners (ELLS)

LING 471 — World Englishes

M.A. — Mathematics for Elementary School Teachers Program

MATH 109 - College Mathematic for Elementary and Middle School Teachers 11
Sociology Major Program

TED-ELED 335 — Methods of Teaching Science at the Middle School/Elementary
Levels
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There was some discussion about the speed of processing curricular proposals by the
Graduate College Advisory Committee.

4. Report from Writing Implementation Task Force

Audrey Reynolds discussed the Writing Implementation Task Force Report which
was submitted to Chair Hild on April 30, 2007. It emphasized that departments
should put the writing intensive course in the sequence of the major as early as
possible. The University Without Walls and the Board of Governors Program were
considered, and writing intensive courses within these programs was considered
practical. Communication to the departments was emphasized. The assessment of
the requirement has not yet been developed.

e To exclude the fourth alternative on page three of the report: “A department can
specify a required sequence of courses that can be used to fulfill the requirement.”

e Put the writing intensive course as early as possible in the sequence.

e \Writing intensive courses will be three credit hours.

e Writing intensive courses are not to be used as capstone courses.

Filus (Berlin 2"®) moved to approve the report. The motion was approved.

In the approval process for streamlining the curriculum, it was suggested that the
colleges receive a report but do not vote on these courses. It is important that the
point person, the task force, and the structures be in place before the requirement
goes into effect. Reynolds mentioned that college committees, the Dean’s Council,
and chairs should be informed presently. The Chair offered his congratulations to
the task force for all their work.

5. Adjournment

The meeting adjourned at 3:50 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Effie Kritikos
Secretary






Minutes of the Faculty Council on Academic Affairs
May 3, 2007

Present: Vicki Byard, Lidia Filus, Ana Gil-Garcia, Bradley Greenburg, Harry Hild,
Effie Kritikos, Emmanuel Nyadroh, Steve Riess, Allen Shub, Brett Stockdill,
Joaquin Villegas

Absent: Barbara Bales, Lawrence Berlin

Ex-Officio: Janice Harring-Hendon
Chair Hild called the meeting to order at 1:40 P.M

1. Approval of Minutes

e The minutes for April 5, 2007 were approved with corrections.
e The minutes for April 19, 2007 were approved with corrections.

2. Report from the Chair

Harold Hild offered congratulations on behalf of the Committee to Steven Riess for
receiving the Brommel Award.

There are some curricular proposals in the pipeline that we would like to be able to
approve this year. In addition, the Provost would like to discuss the Writing Intensive
Task Force Report with the FCAA during the next meeting. Lastly, there is the
question of the next step after the assessment of student needs at El Centro.

It is the general consensus that another FCAA meeting should take place on May
10th.

3. Review of the Report from the Writing Intensive Task Force
The Provost has some comments and concerns about the Writing Task Force Report.

He was concerned that Part 1 allowed too much flexibility for the departments to
meet the requirement, and that the focus seemed to disappear. A 300-level writing

intensive course may be used as the last course before graduation and defeat the intent

of the requirement.
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There was a discussion of the problem, in some departments, of student mastery of
sufficient content for a writing project at the 200-level. A suggestion was made that
the departments consider their writing intensive courses in the context of course
sequencing, and that they should be as early as feasible.

There was discussion about each department keeping the list of writing intensive
programs short. The Provost expressed concern that writing intensive courses would
become generic if too many courses had the label, and the committee was in general
agreement with this concern.

There was discussion about the possibility that some departments, particularly the
sciences, may feel the need to have a student take more than one course to meet the
requirement in order for the student to have mastered enough content to use.

A class size cap was also discussed. It was agreed that a 25-student limit was
generally agreed upon, but the individual department could make the case for other
limits.

The committee discussed the minimum number of credit units a writing intensive
course should be; the assumption has always been three.

There was concern that if the writing intensive course is called a “University” rather
than “graduation” requirement as suggested by the Provost, it could be waived for
some students.

It was mentioned that the strategy of the requirement’s implementation should be to
make departments own it as much as possible.

Evaluation of the Dean

Hild asked how many had filled out the Evaluation of the Dean electronic survey, and
most of the committee raised their hands. He asked the committee’s opinions on the
survey, commenting that he had heard informally that faculty members had a positive
response. The committee generally agreed that it was convenient because no logging-
in was required, it was brief, and the content was satisfactory. The response rate was
70%, a great improvement from the previous years when a paper survey had been
used.

This survey is considered a pilot. There will be evaluation of instructors, chairs,
provosts, and presidents in the future if the pilot is deemed successful.
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With a good response rate and general satisfaction with the instrument as well as the
fact that the subjects of the survey are also asked what their priorities are as part of
the survey, the University will have a credible instrument and the evaluations will
become more effective.

6. Report from the Curriculum Committee
Greenburg moved that FCAA approve the following:

CMT MDIA 165 — Broadcasting and New Media
CMT MDIA 362 — Video Production Workshop
CMT MDIA 364 — Writing for Media

CMT MDIA 364A — Writing for Media: Sitcom
CMT MDIA 377 — Gender and Media

ZHON 191 — Honors Introduction to the Artts
ENGL 483 - Postcolonial Literature

These curricular proposals were approved.

7. Adjournment

Stockdill (Shub 2™ moved for adjournment.

Respectfully submitted,

Effie Kritikos
Secretary





