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You are invited to a teaching conference 

Approaches  to T eaching N on-
Native English S peak ers acr oss  

the Curriculum  
 

Friday, November 5, 2004 
Alumni Hall 

 
Featuring as the Keynote Speaker: 

 
Dr. Marguerite Ann Snow, California State University, L.A.                                     
Professor Snow teaches in the TESOL MA-program in the Charter College of 
Education at California State University, L.A.  She is co-author of “Content-based 
second language instruction” and many other books as well as journal articles.  
She has been the plenary speaker at numerous national and international 
conferences, was as a Fulbright fellow in Hong Kong, and has trained EFL 
teachers in ten different countries.  For more details on her work and 
publications, see her website at:  www.calstatela.edu/faculty/asnow/  

 
After the keynote address, there will be breakout sessions by faculty members from Chicago-area 
colleges and universities on the following topics: 
 
Differences between International Students and Immigrant (U.S resident) Students 
Dr. Larry Berlin, NEIU 
 This session traces the major differences between international and immigrant student populations 
from their language needs to the sociocultural factors that separate them and can determine which 
approaches to instruction would be most effective. Issues such as prior educational preparation, legal 
standing, socioeconomic status, and language orientations are addressed. 
 
Overcoming Second-Language Burnout  
Diane Herron-Schmidt, Prairie State College 

http://www.calstatela.edu/faculty/asnow


 How do the ESL students define burnout?  What causes burnout for them?  Is burnout the problem of 
the ESL individual or the learning institution and its staff?  There will be discussion on how to overcome and 
prevent work overload, lack of control, lack of reward, lack of fairness, and value conflicts.  Discussion will 
also take place about "Reinforcing Not Opposing Forces" taken from the book written by D. Maister 
 
Suggestions for Engaging Second-Language Learners in the College Classroom 
Dr. Hector Lopez, Joliet Junior College 
 The session discusses relevant aspects of second-language learning; provides techniques and 
strategies second-language teachers use; reviews some examples and case studies, and provides a 
variety of practical suggestions you can use in your own classroom. 
 
Discovering Your ESL Students’ Strengths 
Dr. John Stasinopoulos, College of DuPage 
 The workshop will be about what teachers can do to gain a better understanding of  their ESL 
students. The presenter will recommend certain strategies that can enhance learning in a multicultural 
classroom. Some of those strategies will include getting to know the students' cultural background by 
talking to them and developing activities that will give students more ownership of their learning. 
 
Assessing the Needs and Suggesting Successful Strategies to our ESL and Bilingual College 
Students  
Dr. Claudia Becker, St. Xavier University 
 The workshop will describe how ESL and Bilingual students feel about their performance in 
producing academic texts, such as comparison/contrast essays, cause/effect essays, summaries, position 
papers, inquiry papers, and research papers, based on several process self-analyses and interviews.  
Student suggestions and recommendations of how to improve their own writing will be analyzed; efficiency 
and effectiveness of activities of the various phases of the writing process from textbooks used will be 
assessed.  This workshop will provide participants with inside knowledge into the minds of ESL and 
Bilingual students in terms of writing as a process. 
 
The Conference starts at 8:15 a.m. with registration & coffee.  The keynote begins at 9 a.m.; 
breakout sessions at 11 a.m.  Lunch will be provided at 12:30.  At 1:30 p.m. the breakout sessions 
will be repeated.  The conference closes at 3:00 p.m. 

 
TO REGISTER 

 
The conference has a registration fee of $65.  The Center for Teaching & Learning reimburses 
every NEIU faculty and instructor who attends the conference.  Please call the CTL at ex. 4467 or 
4468.  You may prepay the registration fee by personal check or credit card (over the phone).  
Reimbursements will be added to your paycheck within about one month’s time after the 
conference. 
 

This conference is co-sponsored by the: 
 

Center for Teaching and Learning 
and the 

Chicago Area Faculty Development Network (CAFDN) 




