
Biology Faculty 
  

John M. Kasmer, PhD 

University of Michigan 

Associate Professor & Chair 

  

j-kasmer@neiu.edu  

773-442-5717 

SCI-358 F  

 Plant ecologist 

 Advisor for majors 

 teaches graduate courses 

Pamela Geddes, PhD 

University of Chicago 

Assistant Professor 

  

p-geddes@neiu.edu 

773-442-5737 

SCI-340 H 

 Ecologist 

 Advisor for majors (general) 

 teaches general education biology, Ecology 

Mary Kimble, PhD 

Indiana University 

Associate Professor & 

Associate Chair 

Graduate Program Advisor 

  

m-kimble@neiu.edu  

773-442-5727 

SCI-352 F 

 Geneticist, Developmental Biologist 

 Advisor for graduate students, majors (general 

     and pre-health professions) 

 teaches General Biology, Genetics 

Shubhangee (Sue) 

Mungre, PhD 

The Maharaja Sayajiran 

University of Baroda (India) 

Associate Professor 

  

s-mungre@neiu.edu  

773-442-5719 

SCI-340 E 

 Immunologist, Virologist 

 Advisor for majors (general and pre-health 

     professions) 

 teaches General Biology, Immunology, 

     Mammalian Anatomy, Virology 

Joel Olfelt, PhD 

University of Minnesota 

Associate Professor 

  

j-olfelt@neiu.edu  

773-442-5718 

SCI-358 A 

 Botanist, Conservation Geneticist 

 Advisor for Biology/Sec Ed majors, TCP 

     students, minors 

 teaches General Biology, Plant Anatomy & 

     Morphology, Plant Physiology 

Emily Rumschlag-

Booms, PhD 

University of Illinois at 

Chicago 

Assistant Professor 

 

e-booms@neiu.edu  

773-442-5725 

SCI-352 D 

 Microbiologist 

teaches General Biology, Microbiology, 

Pathogenic Microbiology 

Aaron Schirmer, PhD 

Northwestern University 

Assistant Professor 

  

a-schirmer@neiu.edu 

773-442-5617 

SCI-352 E 

 Geneticist, Molecular Biologist 

 Advisor for majors (general and pre-health 

     professions) 

 teaches Genetics 

Jennifer Slate, PhD 

University of Louisville 

Associate Professor 

  

j-slate@neiu.edu  

773-442-5734 

SCI-358 B 

 Aquatic ecologist 

Advisor for majors (general) 

 teaches General Biology, Ecology, Aquatic 

     Biology 



Emina Stojković, PhD 

University of Chicago 

Assistant Professor 

  

e-stojkovic@neiu.edu 

773-442-5692 

SCI-352 H 

 Biochemist, Molecular Biologist 

 Advisor for majors (general and pre-health 

     professions) 

 teaches General Biology, Molecular Biology, 

     Biochemistry, Microbiology 

John N. Thomas, MD, 

PhD  

Howard University / 

University of Wyoming 

Associate Professor 

  

j-thomas4@neiu.edu  

773-442-5744 

SCI-340 G 

 Cell Biologist 

 Advisor for majors (general and pre-health 

     professions) 

 teaches Cell Biology, History of Science, 

     Evolution 

  

InstructorsInstructorsInstructorsInstructors  

    

W Rahm Almarzah, PhD 

University of Aukland (NZ) 

w-almarzah@neiu.edu 

S-358 G 

 teaches general education biology 

Carrie Andrew, PhD 

Michigan Technological 

University 

c-andrew@neiu.edu 

773-442-5745 

S-352 C 

 teaches Essential Skills, General Biology, 

     General Ecology, Mycology 

Thomas Campbell, PhD 

University of Missouri 

t-campbell7@neiu.edu 

773-442-5724 

S-344 F 

 teaches general education biology, Essential 

     Skills, General Biology, Genetics 

Kip Conwell, MS 

Arizona State University 

k-conwell@neiu.edu  

773-442-5736 

S-358 E 

 teaches general biology lab, Essential Skills, 

     General Biology lab 

Steven Frankel, PhD 

University of Illinois at 

Urbana Champaign 

s-frankel@neiu.edu  

773-442-5721 

S-340 F 

 teaches General Ecology, Economic Botany, 

     Local Flora 

Kari Galvan, PhD  

Louisiana State University 

k-galvan@neiu.edu 

773-442-5745 

S-352 C 

 teaches general education biology, General  

     Ecology, Aquatic Biology 



Elise Kikis, PhD  

University of California - 

Berkeley  

e-kikis@neiu.edu 

S-358 G 

 teaches general education biology 

Kara Nuss, PhD 

University of Chicago 

k-nuss@neiu.edu   

773-442-5225 

S-352 A 

 teaches Essential Skills, General Biology 

Cheryl Park, PhD  

Northwestern University 

c-park2@neiu.edu 

773-442-5225 

S-352 A 

 teaches Essential Skills, General Biology 

Jayms Peterson, PhD 

Rosalind Franklin University 

j-peterson8@neiu.edu  

S-358 G 

 teaches general education biology  

Frederick Prete, PhD 

University of Chicago 

f-prete@neiu.edu  

773-442-5724 

S-344 F 

 teaches general education biology, General  

     Biology, Vertebrate Physiology, 

     Neurobiology 

Terrence K. Puryear, 

PhD 

University of Illinois at 

Chicago 

t-puryear1@neiu.edu  

773-442-5721 

S-340 F 

 teaches Biochemistry, Cell Biology, 

     Developmental Biology, Histology 

Marijo Readey, PhD 

University of Toronto 

mareadey@neiu.edu 

773-442-5728 

S-352 B 

 teaches general education biology,  

     Animal Kingdom, Animal  

     Behavior, Invertebrate Zoology,  

     Parasitology 

Kayla Rihani, MS 

University of Illinois at 

Chicago 

k-rihani@neiu.edu  

773-442-5745 

S-352 C 

 teaches general education biology 

Isidor Ruderfer, MS 

University of Georgia 

i-ruderfer@neiu.edu  

773-442-5728 

S-352 B 

 teaches general education biology, and 

     courses for the Middle School Teacher  

     Quality Enhancement minor 

Cindy Voisine, PhD 

University of Wisconsin 

c-voisine@neiu.edu  

S-358 G 

 teaches general education biology 

 


