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Art

Early High School

Violence and Substance Abuse Prevention
I. Class Information
The students in my 4th period class are majority Latino, Mexican and Puerto Rican.  There are also a 3 African American, and 2 Caucasian students. This class includes students with learning disabilities, behavioral disorders, and physical handicaps. Most of the students are low income (93% receive free lunch).
This class was selected because during art they are very relaxed and talk openly. Real Life issues come up often. This class often talks about gang activity in the community and some have expressed positive attitudes. I want them to have an opportunity to explore the impact of gang activity on them, their families, and the community. 
The prevention material will fit into the class during a unit on collages and will incorporate violence prevention with a focus on gang activity and substance abuse.
We will utilize demographic information on gang related violence in the city and neighborhood; drug related crime; adolescent drug use, and poverty. 

II. Prevention Strategies and Rationale
Correcting Misperceptions of Norms – 
· students will compare their estimates of adolescent drug use and actual percentages; and will explore and compare their estimates of violent activity in their community with actual statistics.

Increasing Perceptions of Personal Risk – 
· students will discuss the negative impact involvement with drugs and violence have on future goals and aspirations.
I will use the prevention strategies of correcting misperceptions of norms and increasing perceptions of personal risk wherever appropriate and throughout the lessons and applaud those students who are not engaging in high risk behavior.
Our school has zero tolerance policies related to violence and substance use; during the lessons, students will be reminded of the policies. 

III. Encouraging and Supporting Student Aspirations
· Sense of Accomplishment - creation of postcards; exploring impact of violence and substance abuse
· Belonging - active participation in class and group work; students will be given guidelines for including peers in small group discussions and a post-group survey that they will complete and discuss that assesses their sense of belonging and what they or others in the group did to enhance it.
· Curiosity and Creativity - students will create collage postcards which will highlight violence and substance abuse in their community and will be encouraged to question and explore the issues.
· Fun and Excitement - the classroom environment is relaxed and inclusive; lessons are diverse (e.g. activities include small group discussion, research, individual and group artwork, homework assignments, a field trip, visual aids, and reports and topics encompass art, politics, community issues related to substance abuse and violence, and communication and group skills) and interesting

· Heroes - the field trip will include visits to murals, many of which depict local and community heroes
· Confidence to Take Action - students will take positions on the issues and determine who should be aware of their positions 
IV. Learning Objectives
Students will be able to:

· Discern social issue messages conveyed by various works of art
· Compare their beliefs about adolescent use of alcohol and other drugs with the results of a national survey
· Identify local officials and other community stakeholders who are or should be aware of student’s concerns about these issues
· Create post cards which convey their concerns about gangs, violence and substance abuse
V. Learner Characteristics 
There are 28 students in this class so to insure that all students have an opportunity to actively participate and be heard the lessons will include as much small group work as possible. Most of the students have low reading and writing skills, so I will use visuals and allow opportunities for comments.  None of the students have physical or learning disabilities.
VI. Cultural Competence
The lessons will focus on the community, which is largely Latino and African-American.  The examples will be of Latino and African American art. Regarding socio-economic status, much of the artwork to be explored gives attention to class and upward mobility in that it depicts people who were successful despite poverty and other barriers to success.  The field trip will include works by women artists and we will discuss the traditional disparity between the value and fame of female and male artists and how that gap is slowly closing. We will also discuss the role of gays and lesbians in the arts. One student is openly gay and appears to fit in well with his peers; I take care to be inclusive in my comments. These 14 and 15-year-old students are in transition.  I show my empathy for this sometimes awkward stage but also get them to see this time as a challenge that the can meet effectively and be stronger for it.
I will contact a community based agency which has painted a number of murals in the community about their mural projects and ways my students can get involved.
VII. Instructional Strategies /Activities
The lessons will include discussions – all class, small groups, and pairs - to explore gangs and violence, art as vehicles for social change, how postcards communicate messages, and adolescent use of alcohol and other drugs. This unit includes a field trip to give students an opportunity to view and discuss community art.
The activities are directly related to the learning objectives as well as to learner characteristics and cultural competence as delineated in sections V and VI.
To encourage active student participation I will have students work in small groups and pairs; ask leading questions, and rotate the composition of the small groups. Class rules allow students to pass on questions they do not want to answer without explanation; we will adhere to this rule during the lessons but I will monitor to be sure that it is not used to avoid participation.
At this time no additional resources are needed; however, if during the course of our research, a need is identified, I will try to incorporate additional resources into the lessons.
VIII. Evaluation
To evaluate effectiveness and student learning I will 

· observe student participation and contributions to the class, small group, and dyad discussions  and inclusion survey results (3/10ths of grade); 
· note completion of homework assignments (1/10th of grade)
· judge quality of completed post cards (6/10ths of grade)

I will know that the lessons are having the intended impact on my students if there are lively discussions with lots of questions; if students are really listening to each other, and if accurate, prosocial messages that include the negative consequences of substance abuse and gang involvement and activity are included in their postcards.
IX. LESSON PLAN
Illinois State Goal 26:  Through creating and performing, understand how works of art are produced. 
Illinois State Learning Standard 26.B:  Apply skills and knowledge necessary to create and perform in one or more of the arts.
  

Illinois State Learning Outcome 26.b.4d:  Demonstrate knowledge and skills that communicate clear and focused ideas based on planning, research and problem solving. 
This lesson incorporates SEL (Social Emotional Learning) Goals:

Goal 2:  Use social-awareness and interpersonal skills to establish and maintain positive relationships

Learning Standard 2A:  Recognize the feelings and perspectives of others.

Benchmark 2A.4b:  Use conversation skills to understand others' feelings and perspectives.

	Timing
	Activities
	Resources

	Session 1
5 minutes

	Introduce the lessons by informing students they will spend the next 5 class sessions exploring violence and substance abuse related to violence in their community culminating in the creation of post cards to be displayed in the school before being mailed to various city and community officials as well as to others the students will identify.

	

	15 minutes
20 minutes


	 In small groups, have students discuss the following questions:
· What kinds of violence take place in the community?

· What are the causes of this violence?

· Who is impacted by this violence?  In what ways?
· What needs to happen to lessen the negative impact of violence in the community?

Tell students to record their responses and select someone to report out to the class.  Remind students of class rules regarding discussions; emphasizing guidelines for including peers and need to listen respectfully to and attempt to understand the view and opinions of others.
Facilitate class discussion as small groups give their reports.  Pay particular attention to students’ concerns and relate their avoidance of violence and gang activity to the achievement of their life goals.
Post group responses and administer inclusion survey. 
	Newsprint and markers for each group
Inclusion Survey

	10 minutes
	Explain to students that art has often been used to call attention to and change social ills.  Share examples and facilitate discussion.
	Posters

Overheads

Paintings

Books

Slides

Postcards

	5 minutes

	Homework assignment:  Instruct students to record locations and descriptions of public art in their community.
Summarize lesson.


	Posted group reports


	Session 2
15 minutes
	Homework Review:  Record a master list of public art in the community as students report their findings.  Collect papers, and post master list.  Inform students that they will take a field trip to view and discuss the art.  (Note:  schedule field trip to take place before the 4th session.)
Present results of inclusion survey and discuss results along with the tying the  implications of ‘belonging’ to their discussion of why people join gangs.
	Newsprint and markers

	10 minutes

10 minutes
	Tell students that they are going to begin exploring the messages postcards can send.  Have students form pairs.  Distribute a post card to each pair and instruct them to discuss what the post card communicates to them.
Facilitate discussion as pairs report out.  Record and post responses.
	Postcards
Newsprint and markers

	5 minutes
	Homework Assignment:  Instruct students to record contact information for at least two people the finished post cards should be sent to.
	

	5 minutes
	Summarize lesson by reviewing posted newsprint sheets from first two sessions.
	Posted newsprint sheets

	Session 3
5 minutes
	Homework review:  Create a master list of student contacts.  Collect papers and post master list. 
	Newsprint and markers

	20 minutes
	Ask students the following questions and record responses on newsprint:  In the past 30 days what percentage of 10th grade students have used:

· Any illicit drug?

· Marijuana?

· Inhalants?

· Hallucinogens?

· LSD

· Ecstasy?

· Cocaine?

· Crack?

· Heroin?

· Alcohol?

· Cigarettes

After all student estimates have been recorded, record the actual percentages and facilitate a short discussion.  Emphasize that the majority of students do not use drugs and praise those who’ve decided not to engage in such risky behaviors.

Students will create their postcards, using the supplies, supplied.  Magazines, posters, etc.
	Newsprint and markers
Monitoring The Future: National Results on Adolescent Drug Use: Overview of Key Findings, 2004

	15 minutes


	Overview and demonstrate techniques for creating a collage.  Share examples and respond to student questions.
	Examples of collage work.  

.Magazines, posters, construction paper, scissors, glue, markers, ink, etc.

	5 minutes


	Homework Assignment:  Instruct students to complete a preliminary sketch and begin collecting images for their post cards.
	

	5 minutes
	Summarize lesson
	

	Sessions 4 and 5

	Students will spend the next two sessions completing their post cards.
Post cards will be displayed in school for a week or so before being mailed to those on student contact list.
	Magazines, posters, construction paper, scissors, glue, markers, ink, etc.
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