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In the issue of the Fall 2022 Newsletter, El
Centro celebrates the many achievements of
our students, faculty and staff. It has been a
year since transitioning from COVID-19
Pandemic to on campus. We are grateful to
continuously have students eager and engage in
our campus. Students that are beginning their
journey to our graduating seniors and every
milestone in-between. | invite you to learn more
about their stories.
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After 18 years at NEIU El Centro, Dr. Maria Luna-Duarte
accepted a position at UIC College of Education as the
Associate Dean for Student Success and Clinical
Assistant Professor. Dr. Maria Luna-Duarte's dedication
and service to NEIU is embedded to El Centro's legacy.

Victor M. Montafez at the painting in 2008. construction of EL Centro in 2013.

Dr. Daniel Lopez, Dr. Maria Luna-Duarte & pr Maria Luna-Duarte celebrating students Dr. Maria Luna-Duarte in front of the
ceremony in 2006. @



“The educator has the duty of not being neutral.”
— Paulo Freire, We Make the Road by Walking: Conversations on Education and Social
Change.

During her tenure as Director of El Centro, Dr. Maria Luna-Duarte made a positive impact
on students, faculty and staff thanks to her enthusiasm, passion and respect for
everyone. She is the perfect combination of a teacher, an experienced administrator, and
an inquisitive spirit, the one who never stops learning, EL Centro has become a place
where student-centered best practices are part of our daily professional lives. We have
been very fortunate to have a leader like her and through our work we will make sure her
legacy continues.

Dr. Luna-Duarte, we see a bright future for you and, as you fly high, we hope you will keep
a place for NEIU in your heart. We miss you.

-Maria Lamadrid-Quevedo
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“Being first generation comes with its share of
hardship, and ‘keeping my head above water when
things got tough’ was the true testament to my
willpower, to see myself to the finish line.” As
Javonti prepared for Fall 2022 graduation, he
reflected on his experiences leading up to
receiving his Bachelor of Arts in Communication,
Media, and Theater.

As many students can relate, an academic journey
is not often easy. For Javonti, staying motivated
while pursuing his degree was one of the
challenges he had to face, however, he persisted.
He always made sure to remind himself of why he
started his academic journey in the first place and
was always thinking of his family.

One of the biggest influences was the Transformers film series, “The action, storyline, music, and
visual effects all made a significant impression on me. From that point, | wanted to be a director,
but as | got more acclimated in the creative world of film and theater | made the decision that |
wanted to pursue acting.” He credits his passion for acting to actors such as Chadwick Boseman
and Denzel Washington. He shares, “Seeing them perform their roles in such ways made me want
to take the craft more seriously. Acting is a way for me to express myself freely.”

While juggling school and different projects, Javonti enjoyed a variety of activities that kept him
smiling. Like hanging out with friends and catching up on Marvel or Netflix shows. Men’s fashion
is one of his pastimes. From shopping for the newest fragrances, such as candles or other
signature scents, to shopping at his favorite stores such as H&M, ZARA, and Express Men! After
graduation, Javonti will seek new job opportunities while also taking the time to relax and
decompress before the next phase of his life!

As Javonti celebrates this new milestone, he reflects on his time at NEIU and graduation. “It is a
surreal feeling at this moment, lately | have been having these moments where | realize that all of
this is coming to an end. This chapter in my life is coming to a complete close. 4-5 years of hard
work, dedication, and consistency. | have made so many beautiful memories that | am extremely
grateful for, NEIU has given me things that | cannot explain. This is also the start of adult life,
which can be intimidating in its own right, nevertheless, | feel as though | have a great support
system behind me that will help to guide me through the tribulations of adulthood.”

Congratulations Javonti! We wish you nothing but happiness as you enter this new milestone!
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Professor McFarlin has taught at El Centro for
more than 7 years. He continues to witness
students become excited about their college
experience.

This class has been helpful because we discussed
issues in society. We also discussed how students
that are first generation in their families come to
college, and how they can be supported with
tutoring, and advisors.
- Gabriela Gonzalez Enriquez, Freshman

The FYE class made me realize that | was not going
to be in class with older people, there is people
my age that are learning with me and that makes

me feel more confident in my abilities.
-Hector Barrera, Freshman
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Diego Villagomez, freshman, shared how the class taught
him the importance of time management and how to
balance multiple classes. By completing the academic
plan, it showed Diego what to expect the first two
semesters of college. One of Diego's favorite parts of the
class was when they learned coding languages, like SCS or
HTML, to make new games. Diego would recommend it to
other students.

Amna Yaseen, freshman, shared how she learned coding
languages like Python, which will definitely help her in the
future as a CS major. She enjoyed meeting new people and
aving lunch nearby. She would recommend CS to students
interested in coding or CS in general. The professor is
patient and explains material effectively for students to
learn.
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The Weekly El Centro Success
workshops offer first-year cohort
students resources and academic
support. Students learn life skills,

discover career exploration and become
part of a welcoming and supportive
community.

"The workshops helped me , 1
know what the university offers
and what events are

"My favorite memory was
Jennie's [from Health

happening.” K 1 | I. | Services) Dental activity
A g J o} because she gave gave us
-Omar Vazquez . ~. advice on how to take care of a7 .
LB . ourpersonal hygiene." A.

-Gabriela Gonzalez



Joy & Wellness

Joy & Wellness Series led by Dr. Shireen Roshanravan,
Executive Director of the Office of Equity, Diversity and
Inclusion. Cynthia Ceron, Office Support Associate, was

El Centro's liason in executing the series events. Staff, ‘
students & faculty were invited to our weekly Walking l‘
Wednesdays to increase their daily steps & movement.

On the first Monday of every month, Mix & Mingle  *° @
’ brought the campus together over delicious food &

&  ““music. At the end of the semester, the Stress-Free Zone Y
\ invited everyone to arts activites, snacks & even a y

T - massage chair.

Walking Wednesday

Mix & Mingle

Stress Free Zone






College Center for Access & Success
Ofrenda
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El Centro hosted a series of student events in the spirit of
Halloween. In collaboration with Student Leadership
Development and Northeastern Programming Board, students
and staff were given the opportunity to compete in a pumpkin
carving contest. All the while enjoyed a classic Halloween
movie, Scream.
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Pumpkin Carving Contest: First place, Jeanette Delgado. Second e i

place, Guadalupe Alvarado. Third place, Hector Barrera.
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For the fourth consecutive year, NEIU El Centro was selected to host the Google Computer Science
Summer Institute Extension (Google CSSI). A four week immersive program designed for incoming first-
time freshmen and new transfer students admitted to Northeastern and interested in computer science,
software engineering or business.

From July 11 to August 5, 2022 fifteen NEIU students dedicated themselves all day and learned HTML,
CSS, JavaScript, Python and Google App Engine. Northeastern continues to be the only university in the
Midwest- and one of five in the United States- to offer Google CSSI as an effort to increase women,
underrepresented ethnic minority, first-generation, and income-eligible students to the field of
computer science.

For the duration of four weeks, students were given the opportunity to network with Google engineers,
attend lunch & learn covering topics prioritizing mental health, career exploration, technical interview
preparation, and connect with CSSI alum.

NEIU Computer Science professor, Dr. Yi Yang and Google Engineer, Abraham Fraifeld led the
curriculum, with the support of various Google Engineers and NEIU Teaching Assistant, Carolina Vazquez
Torress and CSSI 2020 alum, Benjamin Cervantes. Students were tasked with developing a website
focused on a social issue and providing a solution. It resulted in a resource guide for undocumented
student navigating higher education, ergonomics and guide for pet parenting.

Congratulations to all the 2022 CSSI students for successfully completing the program and beginning
your CS journey at NEIU!

Dr. Maria Luna-Duarte and Coordinator Lizett Galan led Google CSSI orientation by
welcoming the new cohort class, with the support of instructor Dr. Yi Yang, CSSI 2020

alum, Benjamin Cervantes and CS NEIU Teaching Assistant, Carolina Vazquez Torress.
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After planning for the Spring 2023 semester, staff and students
enjoy a white elephant gift exchange and gingerbread house
competition after planning for Spring 2023.
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El Centro's Social
A O A N Medias

@neiu_elcentro

@NortheasternElCentro

@neiu elcentro

@NEIUEICentro



