
Performing Software Update on your Macintosh Computer

Keeping your Macintosh computer up to date ensures that security vulnerabilities are 
patched and software flaws are corrected. Your computer can be configured to perform 
automatic updates to the operating system and other Apple-written software through 
System Preferences --> Software Update.  To perform a manual update, please follow 
the steps below. 

1. Click on the Apple Menu (located in the top-left corner of 
your screen) and select Software Update....Your computer 
will connect to Apple via the internet and check for any avail-
able updates. This may take several seconds.

2. If any available updates are detected, a listing will appear on the screen. Select or 
deselect software updates by clicking within the boxes under the Install heading. 
Click on the Install button to begin downloading and installing the software.
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3. You will be prompted to enter your password. Please note that your password for 
your local computer may be different from your NEIUport password. 

4. A license agreement window may appear on 
the screen. If this happens, click on the Agree 
button to accept the license agreement.

5. Large updates and/or a slow 
network connection will extend 
the time needed to download the 
updates. In most cases, the up-
date process will last several 
minutes.

6. After the process has completed, 
the computer may need to be re-
started.
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