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April, 2004 

WHAT’S HAPPENING
 

Upcoming Events 
 
 

The Educational Foundations Program 
invites you to celebrate:  

Education and Race in Chicago:  

 50 Years after the Brown vs. Board of 
Education Decisions  

April 8, 2004  4:30 p.m.–– 6:00 p.m.   

SU 003 
An open roundtable discussion will follow 
short presentations by our panelists:  

Dionne Danns,  
University of Illinois at Chicago   

Therese Quinn,  
School of the Art Institute of Chicago  

Roberto Sanabria,  
DePaul University/Puerto Rican Cultural Center  

Moderator: Ken Addison,  

Education Foundations Program &  

African and African American Studies Program 

 

Honors, Awards, and 
Accolades 

 
 
Lynn Bush presented “The Adult Learner 
as Professional Leader: Challenges in 
Designing Effective Programs of 
Professional Studies”  at the Innovations in 
Higher Education Conference in Orlando, 
Florida March 13-16. 
 

ε 
 

 Ana Gil-Garcia is the recipient of two 
Fulbright Awards and is currently engaged 
in a series of professional research 
activities in Caracas, Venezuela.  She has 
had two qualitative research papers 
accepted to be delivered at the XX World 
Association for Case Study and Application 
(WACRA) on July 4-7, 2004.  The 
conference will meet in Buenos Aires, 
Argentina.  The papers are: “ The Study 
Circle:  A Community Case for Success” 
coauthored by Dr. Alicia Cardozo, the Dean 
of the Graduate Studies in Education of the 
Simon Bolivar University.  The other paper 
“Creating a Teaching Environment With 
Case Studies as Learning Tools in a Higher 
Education Classroom”, coauthored with Dr. 
Joaquin Villegas, NEIU Coordinator of 
Bilingual/Bicultural Education Master 
Degree Program. For more details about 
Ana’s accomplishments as a Fulbright 
Scholar, please see the section on 
“Noteworthy News.”  
 

ε 

  
Erica Meiners has a new publication 
entitled,“Uneasy Locations: Complexities 
From a High School for Formerly 
Incarcerated Men and Women” in the 
March, 2004 volume of Race Ethnicity and 
Education. 

 
ε 

 
Terry Stirling and April Nauman (Reading 
Program, Department of Teacher 
Education, NEIU) made a presentation on 
family literacy at the Illinois Reading 
Council convention in Springfield on March 
18. The presentation focused on their 
combined interests in reading and 
community relations.  

 
As the semester is coming to close, I would 
like to just take a few minutes and review 
our accomplishments over the past 
academic year.  Our department has 
contributed to the goals and mission of 
Northeastern Illinois University in various 
ways.  The myriad of programs in the 
department and the involvement of most of 
our faculty make us both visible and highly 
respected in the College and at NEIU.  
 
In terms of teaching, we are in the process 
of developing new middle school courses, 
revising courses in Foundations for the AAT 
degrees, designing a course for middle 
school principals, and offering cohort 
programs partnering with New Trier and 
Maine for our LEAD program. All of our 
programs are evaluating our current 
curriculum and are involved in updating our 
courses to meet the needs of our student 
body and our professional organizations.  
Many of our courses are experimenting with 
distance learning and we are teaching at 
several sites, including Lake County and 
CICS.   
 
In terms of research/creative activity, one 
major accomplishment has been the 
development of a research agenda for the 
department and a process for evaluating 
research proposals.   Our LEAD program 
has forwarded a doctoral proposal to the 
Dean of the College of Education and 
although there has not been concrete 
action, it still is under consideration. We 
have been working with a pilot program for 
electronic portfolios, an initiative which I 
believe we will see implemented during the 
next academic year.  In reviewing 
everyone’s accomplishments, we have 
published and presented at major 
conferences in our respective fields and 
contributed to the body of knowledge in our 
fields, no easy task with all most of us our 
involved in. 
 
In terms of service, we are well represented 
on all of the major committees at NEIU and 
have contributed to grant initiatives as well.  
We are major players in the TQE grants, 
the IBM grant, HECA grants, and other 
projects as well.  Many of us work in 
schools, the community, and collaborate 
with other universities and educational 
entities. 
 
Both our senior faculty (depressing thought 
for some of us) and our new faculty work 
well together and seem to enjoy 
collaborating on many projects.  There is no 
doubt in looking at our organization chart, 
we come from diverse academic 
backgrounds, but we mesh and enrich each 
other’s work.  ELAD has been an exciting 
department to work with, certainly 
challenging at times for all of us with the 
day-to-day glitches, but none-the-less a 
department I am proud to be a part of 
thanks to all of you.  

                         Diane Ehrlich 

 
ε 
 

Our Next Department Meeting Will Be: 

Tuesday, April 20
th

, 2004 
1:40 – 3:00 
CLS 2031 

 

 

Newsworthy Notes 
 
 

Beginning September 1, 2004,  
Terry Stirling will assume the position of 

Associate Dean of the College of 
Education.  The faculty and staff of our 

department are very proud of her and wish 
her the best as she embarks upon this next 
phase of her career. Congratulations Terry! 

 
ε 
    

During her tenure as a Fulbright scholar, 
Ana Gil-Garcia has been engaged in many 
professional activities. For instance, she 

delivered a research paper and a workshop 
at the VI Congreso de las Americas sobre 
lectoescritura  [VI Annual meeting of the 

Americas on Reading and Writing] that was 
held in Panama.  The research paper dealt 

with the use of graphic organizers for 
vocabulary development and was 

coauthored by Dr. Joaquin Villegas, a NEIU 
professor.  The workshop delivered was on 

“Practical and Sound Decisions on 
Handling Expository Texts.”  Ana also gave 
an invited address that was sponsored by 
the Graduate College of the Pedagogical 
Institute of Caracas, Venezuela to 90 

graduate students.  Her talk was entitled 
“The Historical Impact of Educational 
Leadership on School Supervision.”   In 

addition, Ana was appointed the 
Chairperson of the Doctor of Education 
committee at her host institution: Simon 

Bolivar University. 
Congratulations on your many 

accomplishments Ana! 
 

Conferences and 
Professional Meetings 

 
 

Plans are underway for the 18th Annual 
Conference on Women in Educational  

Leadership. The national conference 
scheduled for September 26-27, 2004 will 
be held at the Embassy Suites in downtown 
Lincoln, Nebraska.  Proposals should focus 
on issues or studies related to women and 
leadership. Proposals are due by April 23, 
2004.  See the following website for more 

information:  
http://cehsdept.unl.edu/index.php?Page=1546 

 

Around Campus... 
 
 

In celebration of Women’s History Month, 
Elaine Kaufman and Jo Mortland (Library 

Administration Office) coordinated an 
exhibit of the work of women artists in the 
NEIU community.  The exhibit appeared at 
the Ronald Williams Library from March 2 
through March 16.  It included work done in 

many different media, and it brought 
together faculty, staff, and students from 
many different areas of the university. 

 

ε 
 

As the faculty advisor to NEIU’s chapter of 
the Kappa Delta Pi International Education 
Honor Society, Elaine Kaufman facilitated 
a successful chapter bake sale on March 
11.  The proceeds of this sale will be used 
to pay an honorarium to a Summer Speaker 
and to buy books for the schools in which 
the members will read during Reading Is 
Fun Week.

             A Note From Our Chair... 
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